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THE 
THE BIOGRAPHY OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN JACKS _ 


The story of his life from 
Ohio to the Northwest 
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(1839 to 1924 
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One of the last of the american 
Pioneers who, with others of his 
kind, contributed in making grocet- 
ness in the American Nation possible. 
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FORWORD 


In doing the rosoarch for this biography of my grandfather, 
Benjamim Franklin Jacks, and also attompting to learn the 
identity of his patornal grandparonts, I have covered ths fieli 
very broadly for every possible source of information on Bsn 
and his brothers and a more intimste picture of tho constantly 
changing times in which they lived. 

Practically all papers, lettors and records, that might 
havo acdod mora information on tho porsonal livos of Benjamin 
and Tiidio hava been Lost or dostroyod and if it wero not for 
tho fow things montionsd by my fathor and tho opportenity to 
correspond with my Aunts and Unclos I cortainly would not ba 
ablo to provido much of historical intorost oxcopt a few dates 
and general movements of Benjamin and family. 


To cate this branch of tha Jacks family has made no serious 
effort to compile a written history of any member or even a 
gsnealogical record of the branch. 

However, now that the tradition of a family history or 
biographical record is begun, it is horsd that the practice 
will continue and, from time to time, bs enlargod upon. 

It is also hoped that eech branch of the family will fini 
able and intcrested “secretaries” or permanent historians to 
carry on a@ most worthy but time consuming tabor or office. 


The work of esearch 1S continuine; and if an appreciable 
amount of new materia: is compilea during the next few years 
&@ new and better presentation wiil be made. While Benjamin's 
story has been written seperately it is an exnanded part of 
the Jacks Family History which will follow during the course 
of the next few years and at ths present time is in the form 
of "work sheet" field or research notes. 

My father James S. Jacks did write a short Memoir and this 
will be printed at a near future date. 


I have taken every precaution to insure that names and 
dates are correct and evory effort has been mace to make this 
biography of Benjamin I, Jacks a valuable source record of 
hemes anc dates for this period, of over 150 years of Jacks 
fanily history. 


In order to provide additional record Synace for thoss who 
may havs more information it was decided to yiint only one side 
of each page and extré end pavers are includsd for this purposa 
also, 


L May 1962 Frank 0. Jacks 
14848 N.E, 51 
Redmond, Wash. 
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Forword 

Benjamins father, Solomon 
Alexandor jiaComber 

Solomons marriags 

Alex. MaCombers death 

1850 Census, van & Solomon Jacks families 
Ivan Jacks death- Levina Jacks death 
Ben leaves rome 

Ben enlists in the sarmy 

Ben returns, to LIilinois 

Ben in Iowi, msets Mary Rhodes 
Courtship ana marriage 

MaCcmbers in Iowa 

Ben moves to Nebraska 

Hardships on the Platte River 
Return to Lowa 

Death of Grandpa Walters 

Grandpa Walter's whetstone 

Henvy Jacks 

Chiicarn of Ban and Mary 

Moving West to Oregon 
Opvortunitises in Oregon 

Ysase, Lovina and Alethianne 

Henry in Oregon ani Idaho 

Parming on the Big Potlatch 
Homesteacs - Nez Peres Reservation 
Fen rotizes to Clarkston 

The pessing of Ben ana Mary 
Misesilanoy and general comments 
Obituery ~- Spokane Chronicle 
Obituary - Lewiston Morning Tribine 
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN JsCKS l. 


Before starting with the dotsils of Benjemins life let us 

step back « few years to when his father Solomon ane vbrovhsr 

Iven Jecks first apnear in Ohio. In doing this it will ciariry 
many things and start the story off at the presently sarliast 
known begining, 

Tho oarliost informetion of this branch of the Jacks femily 
strertis with the appscrance of Ivan und his brother Solomon 

Jacks in Gallia County, Ohio in &bout tho year 1828. Iven was 

& year or two older than Solomon who was born 15 January 1811. 

It isent lmown whare the boys wera born or who their parents 

were but thoy ere thought to have come thru Xentucky ond -Tenn. 
from orth Curolina. It issnt known whetnar Iven &aa Solomon 
had brothers ana sisters but we must &ssume that they did. 

My father, James S. Jécks, mentioned several timss that the 
perents of Iven énd Solomon died when the boys were quite young 
and that they wers born in Pennsylvania (perhaps in tne area 

of Jacks liountain), However Ivan Jacks son Levi always said and 
maintained that his father was from “ole Caroline" ana since this 
is eurlisr énd more direct inform&étion would seem to take a 
preceedemncs over the Pennsylvania origin mentioned by my fathe:., 


_ Just what was going on in southe eastern Ohio in 1828 to attract 
‘Ivan and Solomon Jacks isent apparent at this time but the boys 
~~ evidontly were doing the came thing thousands of other American 
boys had done und were doing, striking outfor themselves at the 
earliest opportunity, 

Shortly after their arrival in Gallia County the boys became 
gsacquainteda with the Macomber family and just what the circumsta 
stances were issent known, the boys may have been employed by 
Alexander Macomber or they may have bean employed by some other 
setteler and tiien,.m.y have been attracted to the Macombers 
beceuss eignt of the ten childern wera girls, the olaest of 
wnich were slightly younger theh the boys, Ivan and Solomon. 


Evidently Ivan and Solomon became well &equaintsa with the two 
oldest girls, Alsthia ann umd her sistor Levina ana the life 
drama for tne four of thom wus now in its first act, 


Since nothing further is known about the parents of Ivan and 
Solomon & brief mention of the parents of the two Macomber girls 
will serve to present the story of our meternal ancestors and 
provide Some interesting aetail of the times. The complete famil.; 
history is evaileble as written by several historians, 
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Alexander Macomber was descended from William Macomber, the 
original immigrant, and also from three of the Moyfiower 
pi.ssengers; Francis Cooke, his son John Cooke and Richart 
Warren. John Cooks was the first Baptist minister in Davriivoasth, 
Mass. 

4iexander liacomber was born 13 February 1788 in Dartmouth tp, 
Bristol County, Mass, Ha was married to Esther Rinderson 
Novombory 1610 in Washiagton County, Ponnsylwinia. Rsthor was 
bora Novemdor 1766 in Lectmoulh psn Praicod County, diass. 


There is a Maria Richmond korn #eb, 1805, evidently to Nsther 
Rinderson before her murriuga to Alexander, howatrer tis writer 
hes not been able to verify ite concerning this event 

Ssh wis OU erred) Sei alin was rocieyvesb untied obner invior Manon 

4S Bere louse 


4 
iL 
the first mrvrit.gos of @11 the chiltorn wien was fornished in 
nara vy a2 aistisimt cousin and Jacks family Penske n nls Mer eis. 
Vireonie Covdes lof 204 18th it 4, Hisreington, Vest Virginia 
(1961) and also pes ‘t ves furnished vy my Urcle Willwho hud 
recieved &linost the same information from members of the 
Hecomica fanigy aii be: oni wisit tho ves Moimos,, Iowa in 2945. 
Toe ean Deseret ol bows; 
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It appaass that Sstomon borin going with Levine. shortly after 
the Qoaere] With Pletaienr tut it wus nearly 2 bases svar Ghee 
SoLonon und Levins decides to got murriad, Phsy wars married che 
e2 Of July 1020 und the cancus records of 1229 show that Ivan 


tela Aemawrh.j 2 Sent SolSibs mo -lvan cdacks at Son: L829 
£o Lavine be bbgNowua. thealorcun. ~ieleonon Jacks 9 Jub »iBSc 
2, Riacta be So wens 1616 m. “Uravon Berthelof 24 Jan 183% 
A, Timsey Ag ho 25 dune, 1618 «ms Gitiphurinia Holcomb. 6 Jul 5" 
©, Rahecea Deces;June; 16185, “aso Le iwartin LO pt°ab 212.2 
is, td Ge. baie LIGehes LEZOnema Bni Ly Haatly 1B Meaty b 34.3. 
7, obauyivana be 2D chitiy EOGe O8lle AUS VIG od Oha-s BON SG sll J. Ge 5 
f, Sarah b, 23 May LSZ4s ai gePvomes ab ein oy 13 avg 1844 
9: 4id6en and Alexander, b. 30 liov 1326, -died in infancy. 
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Jacks was living at one house with his wife (no childern) 
€énd Solomon Jacks was living at another house with his wife 
(no childern). 


Alexander Macomber had given each of the girls the sum of 
50.00 whon thoy were married which was a fair sum of monay 

in those days. 

rom the census ronort of 1830 it is presumed that the boys 
each had their own home but it isent cloux whetner they wure 
living on fexvms or ia a Villaga, The writer prefors tha ilea 
of the nswly wads living on srall ?arms because when tne farm 
animals ond equipment of alsxander Mecnonber wag being sold 
Ivan Jacks bought a few head of ehick, 

At anyrate Ivan Jacks seems to have been acneciatead with farm- 
ing until his death about 1852, 

Solomon seems to have boen a different sort ana Whiis ho prob- 
ably did considerable furming he wos also intsrested in learn- 
ing medicins, a very favored occupation in those days, and as 
he grew cider he began preaching. according to my father and 
the histcriecal sketch in the History of Noeth Idaho of B.i. 
Jacks Solomoi jacks was a practicing physician for thirty-five 
years and a \iathodist preacher for fitteen years. Since very 
little of this time spplied after the move tO Oregon it means 
that Solomon began his medical caresr early but probably not 
later than 1840, 

It iseat known just how Solomon conducted his businass but he 
evidently dident get wealthy from eithor medicine ox proaching. 


In October 1831, a little over a year after Solcmon and Levina 
wore married, Alexander Macomber becams ill and ufter » short 
time he died. The illness extended to perhaps several months 
cot just what it was is not known although it could have been 
cholera as it seems to have been active in the 1830'sand 40's 
and also Alexander says in his Will that he was "very sick 

and weak", 

Anywey the illness was sortous enough to causs Alex, to havg 
his Will drawn up and it wus Signed and witnossad thd 2545 of 
September i831. This was cutting it rather close because Alex, 
died in October 183i and dust a couple of months after his 

last child was born. 

Alexanders (ill, property and sales list are included in the 
Appandix because of its general interest. The contents of these 
listings epply only to the personal property required to operate 
the farm ana they seem to be reasonably complete excent for 
the usval private psrsonal property such as books, valuables, 
Clothing cte. The listings show about the average for a wall 
to-do and industsrious femily and of ecurse there is no machi-~ 
nery listed @s would be found on a farm 40 years later. 
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Alexander wes only 45 years old at the time of his death 
and this must have been u very severe blow to the family 
but the oldest boy, Linsey a., was about 13 years Old, Jonn 
was &bout eleven, Klecta, the next oldsst girl was ebeut 15 
years old and with the mother ,isther,, to. mandgs, .nings thes 

Usugl, Lights> work couldsnt have boon too much of & problen 

| ant no doubt Ivan and Soloinon assumed the necassary haavy 

| work Such as plowing, huuling etc. 

Nothing of any particular interest happened for the next 20 

yeers, the 1640 census only indicatsas the grcving families 


Of [van and Solomon but after a8o0 ("nes tc son to. change 
Peel one ee the CONSNS Of. nel. 2 “cadiis available ard 
as nons — the childern were born peas) te date the two 


fumilios ere given herd for gensrei resding interest. (Note 
the ligcombers lived in Wilksvilie Tp. Gallen ~VOounty but now 
Wa lkeepaile, aS-in, Venton Connty. Was eariy records are. in 
Gallia County). 


Ivan Jacks ape 4] Solomon Jacks age 39 

Alethienn Daas) Levina eee 

Litha u 1 Ems. ly " 162 
Mazvieh M. z Coors iM 1D 4% 
Margna ui ) Codmunus " Om 
Levi : 4 Heme siC . : ll 4 
Alayander : 5 Boies, H. : Lin. 8 
Mawy . 6 wevher Mu 8-6 
Elizatesth “ Z John iy Ot 
liaggis Mh 8 Isaac i 4 8 
Naney Jane uy 9 Levinu (Pink) nH 3 


In the cansus Solomons last child was called Pink, evidently 
she had not boen named vat when the census was taken, I havo 
insorted Lovina, her propor nume, 


Thais period in the history of most American familiss of aa 
vircumstaucs was perhaps the most completely hirmcnous ar: 

haopy period of any to the prosent tims, the pece was Siow and 
fiveple., Lhe papeue: on ond Prosperity .Ollowing, tho, wars. sate 
Inglaond and. the Lotigsanna Purchase was in fol). ‘ovine end the 
majority of people doing the pioneering and western settlement 
wera native born, 

A mans prosperity was gauged by his indestry and good jndgament, 
taxes wore in a fair and honest scale with the valus on THUS 
and & man could still stand as a mén without the psrmission 

of Law. 

By 1850 there wes a considerable colony of Macombers and Jucks 
in the Wilksville aroa and to have ZO or more cousins and unc]es 
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within a few miles of each other was not an unhapvoy situation 
but no doubt inchuded a1l the vusual inlaw likes and dislikss 
common to the human animal, 


Grandma, Kcther Macombsor must hava had many busy little visits 
from the nearly twenty neices and nephows coming and Going. 

Not m&ch is known concerning the schooling for thess youngsters 
and this was mainiy & wintortime affuir bot they ail seemed to 
learn to read aud write and cypher and the girls wars becoming 
more interested in schoo]. 

Although research is continuing thecv> is very little informat- 
1600 Of Tomily happeniness, wno movec’ sre on “ny this or that 
Wan, Cone, No. leuvers remain Or rem.niscine = scord by any of 
the older members of these families or tacir a2escendants at 
least nono has beon discovered to cavs. 


It isent clear what heppened but sometime foilowing 1€&50 
polomons wife, Tevina” died either in ics. cr possibly in'1852, 
(my unclc Will says 1848 but this isont possibis when the 

last child was born in 1649). 

It seems more probable that Levina died sometime in 1851 
because Ivan Jocks died shortly after ani this was sometime 
in 1032. This vachsy Fast movime” seqnenceo cf events wig 
climaxed by Solomon @nd Alothiunn gatti:ge married on tne 4th 
of March 1655 in Lawerance County, Cnio. The writer aciitional 
information concerning these happeniigs und if so it wiil be 
ineludsd in the appendix, 

In the earlisr part of the story concsrning the marriages of 
Ivan and Solcmon it was noted that Alethienn and Solomon had 
been swsethearts but a lovers quarrel had caused Alethiann to 
marry Jvan end now, years later,tho ol] interest was revivec. 
Of course this was actually a good thing as Ivéias family was 
starting to marry ofx ana so was Solomons. 


Theres is no Svidence to cate that Ivan left a Will nor is there 
any information how the two fuemilies managea to Live together 
but my father and uncle \.ill maintain that they all lived at 
ths same place and I nslicve thay did anyway there is no gooi 
veason to doubt it. Very little is said about the mettex ari 
evidently everyone sevtisd in end accepted the new order of 
things. 

Ve snould not forget in the mention of brinsing the two families 
together that the grandmother, Esther Macomhor was probabiy 
Still living at the oid piace and may huve had somes of tha 
Oras, Chitdern Stay, Wivn hor. Psther wes Still’ living thre. the 
18650 census at the old homo place, 
When Esther died or where she is buried is not presently 

known but it is assumed thet she remained in iiilksvillo Tp. 

the rest of her live and wes buried near Alexander and it is 
very possitle this would Lo the same cometory where Levina 
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Esther it is entirely possible that Solomon remained in 

Wilksville ontil after Esther diod and then moved to Lowa, 

»Olomen and quite e few of the ilucomber girls wera in, luwa 
during the Civil Wav or right after. 
| 


| 
&nd Ivan Jacks are buried. AS a Speculetion regarding 
| 


Up to now thore hes beon very little said about young Ben 
ondstho only renson he is méntioned at this tima is besuuee 
he wus having trouble with his new movhor-inisw and it must 
have been rether serious, salthovah voung Banjanin het known 
Alethbiann alimhis tits the new @ircunztaness soemed to bring 
Out néw.and different prohlems, scurailly 14 anpears that 
Alethiann did not like Benjumin sind seldom iissed an cnpor- 
GUNALY FOsgetshim into trouble. soparentiy the way .lathiann 
Accomp hishes hex missioniuwas LO.make siy remarks cl sccusins 
protebility or as Benjeumin put it she wonid "tell Lies" on 
him. Of courss we dont huve zlethianns story but knowing a 
LOW, OLEer thanes about her and the facy that this ‘is a Rogher 
common femmine trait Penjamin was no douvvt right in taking 
the .course.he did. : 

Benjamin solved the whole problem by simply going away fron 
tiasOsin Leda. be decided to. cum avay,tron. or j.oave.-home. Ja 
Mase lenyoars Old Waieh was, Only adout-one yoor younger thea 
his father was wnen ke céme into Ohio ubout twenty~five yrs 
befoxe. 

I do not believe that Benjamin took a s%ea? thy departure I 
think he talked it over with his Yather,canée So an asreeable 
Ggcesion they if was,the better thing.to do and lefs shortly 
therafter. lo doubt EBonjamin took what he needed end it is 
possibie that he lert on horseback rather than on fout. 

In those days the only cirection to go was west, end wast 
Benjamin went, He passed thru Indiénna and on into Lilinois. 


In Illinois Benjamin became acquainted with Fzakial Walters 
SepPOumereai his Acknoiniance prew, into & fricecshiy thet 
fopedetmbals4oks,qqatn years later, in.faet youae Benjenin 
called this his"socond home" and it was here that he gcew 
into manhood far from the scene of his early isyhocl days. 
No doubt Ben was quits »appy in his new found home det the 
Changing political situes:.onm was. soon.to altor this and, the 
right of a State to withazaw from ths Union would soon becous 
&,.Vicious, rasing conflict between tne Worth and tz:e South 


The writer hés no prescnt knowledge of the location of Lzalial 
Valvers farm but thero is a Suggesticn that it was n3ar Cario 
Ill. because u pisco of whetstone in the writers vosssssicn 
Dears thes,anseription in my .fathors (J.8.. Jacks) handwriting, 
bzekiald Wakcers, Cario, Iilinois 1€60., 
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Following the various Acts of secession of 1860 the fist 

shot of the war was fired the afternoon of 12 Anril1861 and 

on the 11 of July 186] Pon enlistod in Company 4 5Cth Illinois 
end Div., #nd Brig,, 16th Corp. of the Western «cmy, Con, 
bodge was Liv, Commandor, 

It is very probatlo that Ben was in corraspondence with the 
folks back in Wilksville, Ohio althotgh nothing has bsen said 
about this I think this a reasonable asstmption beeause efter 
&ll he was in dissgreement with only one of his femily not a2} 
of them. 

The exuct dates aud pleces of enlistment for Bens brethers is 
not presently known but Bens twin brother, Esnryv, cniisted ia 
Company G 2nd Til, Cav.; Gaorege VW. enlisted in the same outfit. 
Christosher C, enlisted in Company I 2n8a Tii.end Jonn anlisted 
in Company I 4th Towa G... (dchn wwas killed in tha battie of 
Witsons Crook 1862 (Big flus). Issac the youngest of the boys 
joined Compeny I 10th Iowa as a substituse for another men and 
was paid $500.00 for this service, 

It is possible that Bsn, Henry and Christopher could have met 
or have visited white in the services but I have nover hea:xd 
that they did. Of courses it was possible to write lettars but 
winter was the only cartain season for delivary as sprang end 
Summer was prastically impossible. 

According to the ofven 6rronaous quotations in the History of 
North Idaho Banjanin @. Jacks parvicipated in thea Battles of 
Fort Henry, Fort Deneison, Pittsburg Lun@ins (Shiloh) and the 
Sicge of Corinth (2nd Oct, 1862). Banjamin was also in the 
Devttes of Resea, beiton and mony skirmishes, in cther words 
Ben was with Shermen in his merch to the saa. 

The Histcry of North Idaho also says that Ben was in charge of 
200 msn in tha construction of the defsnces of or at liamphis, 
and tnav 39n wes thei in the Enginesving Dept, 

However tna writer foals it ¢chould be pointad out that const-~ 
ructing defences at liempnis is an evidant error in the meka 

up of the ‘daho History becauss Memphis was an unfortified 
place end the fighting that’ took place there waz a terriffic 
battle between Federsi end Ceofedarate rivers gunboats. This 
was on tha 6 June 186? wad the battle lasted only an hour and 
ahalf but was one of the ficresst of its kind on reeure, 

It would appear that Beninmin and his crew of 200 men did their 
constraction of defeneas «% Petersburg, 

Father, J.S. Jacks, told mo that the only time Ben was "hit" 
was when &@ "Minie™ ball richoched thru the trees and struck 
him on ths leg, 

Benjamin Was musterd out of the Army on 28 October 1864 at 
Roms, Georgia and returned directly to his "second home" in 
Iilinois. After spendine thrse months there in & sort of 
"Royal visit" with all his pre-war friends and the Walters 
family ho turned twards the prairies or Iowa and the vegining 
of a new life, 
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Before leaving Illinois there is an incident that took plaas 
during the three months he was there after the wer which 
shows something of the temper, provocation and disregard of 
the times. The folling is a quote from ono of my Uncle Witis 
letters; 

"lection day tickets for each political party ware 
issued seporateiy and wien father esked the eiLection Clerk 
for a tickethe asked for tho Republican party ticket, The 
Clerk saw that father was & Union soldier by the blue over- 
coat énd he said, "you ara a Union sol¢ier I s9e ,w3i.} thervis 
been too many soldiors voting today already". he Gicrk was 
intimating that Bsn bad probably already viiad one ux sore 
times and naturely this woul@ be an infurs:ing provocation, 
father threw back his overco2zt to expose %:.3 pistol he was 
carrying and then he said to the Clerk" taza that back you - 
Gttars., iandsveriquick about it ard fcrtunataly the Clerk made 
a full and ample apolosy. 

I askod father what he would have gone i£ tuo Clark had refused 
to apologize and fatnar said, "I would nave shet him and then 
mounted my (borrowed) saddle mare and gons to the reeruiting 
agency and reinidisted in the. Armv and there wasont enother 
horse at the polling place that could heve c#ught mal 

Of course if Ben had shot ths nrovoecative Claz ie and willed 

him Ben would have had to ren&in in the Army and cn Governmoant 
property perhaps the ress of his life to to safo i:om the 

Civil authorities or until they forget about it. 


Karly in the Spring of 1865 Benjamin arrived in Towa end most 
likely he headed for & cartain farm about five miies south of 
Dos Moinss where a girl lived that Ben had been corresponding 
with wnile in the Army. Of course Ben may have gone to Les 
Moines first to change and clean up tefore making the actual 
visit but unfortunatsly wa hava nothing here but): Supposition. 


Mary Matilda Rhodes was the daughter of James S. Rhodes who 
had arrived in Winterset 4 July 1855 and settled on Hoosier 
Praivae.throeoeimiles Sousheof Winterset. The family lived thee 
until 1862-3 when Jamos ve anodes, Marys Tether, soid out and 
bought a farm 5 miles south of Desmoines. 


aunt Lva Jane tells the story very wall about how Ban and 
Tilda became acquainted. I hava heard this story shoe times 
and repeat it hare because of its natural intorass. 


Mary Matilda Rhodes was a very populsr girl curing the wer 
and helpea in many ways, she would not essociete with any 
young mun who could but would not enlist. Mary thought that 
to be & soldier was one of the greatast things a man could 
aspire to. 

Mary (Tilda or Tildy) had a friond, a Miss D2Vis, Who, Like 
Mary, wes very outroitic and active in such Civic offairs. 
Both girls wore excollont horsewomen end togother they would 
lead parados und nurtici. uta ia the meny uctivitiou to aid 
ond echear tho voldior:r, 
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It isent known which yeer of the war it wus or where Ben 

was located at the time but @vidently the army was in wii! 32> 
Quarters or they wouldent have had much time on their hunés. 
Anyway in winter quarters the men usually had a lot of time 
to pass in sseking their own amusement ané they would think 
up devious ways of doing this. 

The perticular stunt we are interested in was where coach man 
wrote the name and address of a girl he knew on a Blech 07 
paper and cronpsd it in a het, when tho names wore aii in the 
hat it ..ou.d be woll shakon end thon och inan woulda deci out 
& namo, wach mun who drow & nome was required to weits the 
Girl & letter and so it happened that Ben azcw Mary inhodes' 
néme &ad he yroceeded to write har a letter. 

Mary thougnt the latter she recisyves’ from hea wos of such 
high minded good common sense vhat she kept the letter and 
charished it for yeas until, along with other papers and 
lactters, if tecama iost. 

App@rently this letter initiated a more or less regular line 
of correspondence that was continued until the endo f the war 
and this is evidently the reason Why Ben heeded for Iowa after 
hiS;Visit.in.Illinois. 


While most of the Rhodes and Adams family history is available 
jast a bri3f mention wiil bs made concezning liary Rhodes family. 


James Star’ Rhodes was born 9 Jan. 1812 in Champaign County, 
Gnio. Jame married Niisa aun Francis Adams in Bloomington, 
Ohio on 27 Sept. 1857, klisa was the Gaughter of Jesse Adams 
and Hlizabata Goodrem and was born in Warren County, Kentucky 
2 June 1613. James died 14 Warch 1896 end Elisa diad 28 Oat. 
LOD. 

The childern of James and Eiisa Rhodes are as foilows; 


Pleasent Marion bas lO. Now. 1838. -.a..25-0ct..1917 
Permelia Jana b. 4 Sept.1840 - G.0Gin . 1899 


Mary Matild& Rhodes 24 Apr 1842 


d. 

d. 20 Dec. 1928 
Llizabeth arn b. & Nov, 1845 ~ d, 16 Aug. i924 
Margaret Ana e Gied when 10 days ola 


James Thompson - 16 Oct. 1847 -d. 6 Mar 1927 
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Ben must have had a good time uround Winterset end seoms to 
have treated the girls evenly although Mary Rhodes was 
definatsly the favored one. 


I dont Suppose that buggies were too plentiful at this timo 
but saddle horses wore end a little moro convenient +o Ca 


around with (still generally true and vsed to food paxvpose 
until after 1914), anyway Bon and Mary Seem to heave done a 

lot of horseback riding as was common among the youas set. 

ily Unclo Vill mentions u small incident that I -~apeat here 
because it indicatcs the presence of the Magomnurs in Towa 

at this time, quote;°snd hore is « bit of 2 incident before 
fethers and mothers fiairiaga and while father was at Winterset. 
Mother was visiting with here sister Jane vy Livad at VWint— 
6rset and fathor wented har to rit3s horsevack with him in tne 
4th of July p2rede (this would bs 1865) and he asked his 

Aunt Sally Macemher to loen him hor side saddle ard BSne wonted 
to know if he was going to teke Peck Weaks and fathor told 

her thét he was going to tuke Tilda Phacues, auha sally said 
that he could have the saddie for Tilla Rhodes to ride but 
that Beck Weoks couldent set her BLE =-="in Ts, End quote, 


After 1863 Tildas folks were Supposed to be on & farm about 
five miles Scuth of vos iioines und acccrding to Uncle Will 
that is whore the khcdes wera living whon Ben went to sce 
Mary and set the date sor the wedding, 


The wedding was hsld 18 Peb. 1866 at Les Moines, Iowa in the 
Christian Charch (Campbelite) and it mest hays been a very 
happy occassion but the writer has no deseriptive mantion of 
che event. 


Either bofore the wedding or right afar Ben ronted a ferm 
near Winterset and pucchased a team and outfit to ferm with, 
this is accorcinug to my Uncls Will, however the first child 
was born 12 November i866 in Polx County énd probabiy means 
that Tilda was at home with hor folks or this would ruie out 
the statemcont that bon aad Tilda went to « farm near Vintarset. 
Gif course the firsts farm might have been in Polix County but 
Unele Will is ususlly pretty close and acecvrats in lés inuto- 
rmation and the writer fesls that Ben probably did rant a 

farm near Winterset, perhaps near the liecomoess, anda that 


liary just Wanted to be with her folks when Simeda was born. 


The exact date isent presently known but Bens’ twin brothsr 
Henry was married at Les iioines in 1856 to Weilie Lirdsell 
at the hiethodist Chureh. shortly after his marriage Henry 
moved to Dodgo County, Nebraska and took up & homestead nea: 
North Bend and undoubtediy this is whet influsncod Ben to 
move to Nobraska uw fow yours Letor. (sav apyenti~y) 
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_I note that my Uncle Will mentions John A. Macomber lived 
near pate ea and also thet John had moved there ebout 
1852- @ 
John raised a large family (Uncle Will visited there in 1945 
and two of Johns grandsons were living near the old John 
Macomber farm and Uncle Will spent some time with them). 
It isent clear how many of tho Macombers came west to Iowa 
with John but there may have been soveral. The writer has been 
in correspondence with Armina Brownell of Winterset, her 
grandmother was Llecta Macomber who married Androw Berthelof 
in 1832 in Ohio end ovidently sho and hor husban’ camo west 
with John and family so it iS »yossible there were Macombers 
in Iowa sometime after 1852 and bsfore the end of the war. 
Whether the death of Johns sister Levina in abovt1851 and the 
death of Ivan Jacks a short time later had any bearing on this 
early move west is not known. 
In her first letter to mo Armina Brownell, among other things, 
mentioned that she called and talked to lirs. Warren Benge 
whose mother was a sister of Mary li. Rhodes. She Said she was 
very fond of her Aunt "Tillie" ana rememoered vividly when 
they moved west. Mrs Warren Benge is How 90 years old and 
would have been cbhout 16 years old when Ben &nd Tillie moved 
west in 1888. 


While on the subject of moves from Ohio to Jowa, Uncle Will 
says that his father, Benjamin, told him that Solomon Jacks 
did not leave Ohio until about 1866-7. He also said that 
Solomon had a "home place" or farm near Winterset and that 
besides Alethiann some of the girls and younger childern of 
both familiss were with Solomon at Winterset. 


Tilda knew quite a few of the Ivan Jacks girls but most Likely 
all the boys were off "on their own" by this time, Jor | 
instance Christopher C. Jacks left Ohio when quite young, 
perhaps 17-18, went to near Carthage, I11. (Navoo) for a 

while then into the north woods of Wisconsin and Minnesota 

in the early 1850's. (see Jacks family history) 


No doubt lotters were written once in & while as everybody 
soemod to know moré or less whore other members of the family 
were and what they were doing oxcant for George WV. Jacks, 
this writer has been unable to learn anything of his movements 
at this writing. 

buring the period 1866 to 1868 or until Ben and Tilda moved 
to Nebraska, an incident concerning Alothiénn should be 
mentioned bec&use this was near the last of sucn visiting 
family associations and proves that Solomon Jacks and his 
wife Alethiann end some younger members of the family were 
probably not to tar from Bens place at Wintersst. 

According to Uncle Will and the famiiy talk he has heard 
about her, Aléthiann Seamed to be a complaining, gripy sort 
and one day she spoke to Tillie about not having ang good 
olothos, apparently Soloson knew what was going on und Some 
timo later Solomon said to Tilda, "Tilda did Aloethiann chow 


you hor dresses ?, "no nor she wont eithor but you just ask 
hor to show you all tho rico drebyes sho has, sho jaunt wants 
you to think sho dosont hive any nico clothoo", at thiu timo, 


Boy LUGT, Alothiann way tlout OG yuurs’ old and ubout UB months 
ounror thafi Solomon. | 
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The above remarks seem to bear out Benjamins reason for 
losving home some 12 years before and even to ths lae% 
wh6n Solomon was having an attack and askod hur to fetch 
Som6 @picac she managed to takes so long at it that Sciomon 
died. Of course this may have had only a Stiles Neer ine” on 
his death but it is the same sort of attituds whonever che 
is mentionod, 


Of covrse peoplo aro busy in any age just living oni it was 
no different in the 1860s, tho war was over and tha great 

now industerial surge was just begining as was the grcat 
movement west. 

According to my father, Jg.S.Jack3, Bean and fildie left in 

the spring of 1859 for Dodge Cuunty, Nebravke. Ben mus+ have 
been corrosponding with his twin brother monury and ovidently 
Henry was gotting e@iong ani able %o convinces Ban that 
Nebraska was the place to be, 

f have heard father tell of these early day heppoenings and I 
used to ask a lot of quastions hesaves I was incerested in 
those eariy day happenings. Aunt 2va tells me soms things and 
Unele Will tells abous cther things and usually when compar-~ 
ing the same story as told by each of than they will be foand. 
Substantially the same and I.am quite confident the following 
events are factually and chronologically corract, of course 
there is much valuable detail missing tut enough remains to 
give a good outline, 


Father, Jemes &. Jacks, says in his Liemoirs that Ben home- 
Steaded on 160 acres: soven miles west of North Beni, Nabraska 
and near the Platte river. Pather sayz vent, "Wath & flood the 
first year, a tornafo the second year and grasshoppers the 
next three ysars the folks became disvourgesd and returned to 
Des Moines, Iowa", 

This is 411 bourne out by Aunt Eva and Uncle Will and of all 
the havpenings and haxd iuek in Nebraska there is one svent 
that stands apart aci desorves to be told since it also had 
great bearing on tha courss «cf the family. 

I think thet Unele Will teils it very weil and with sufficient 
detail to clearly indicets what heppened, 

Suote "In June of 1871 « oyelone struck and wiped out every 
vastage of their buildings, Fother had built a strong stsples 
of heavy posts, voles and prairie Bruss. He Set two rows cf 
posts around the areca of tha svable and had WoO. enid= Poe 
62ch row of posts, the rows bsing ahout ee) hE. Oe, .. os 
and Ben had filled iv between the xows with PvALeTe grass ‘ond 
he had cuverod the e. tice etructars with a heavy covering ox 
long "Slew" grass and waieved it dnwn with POLS. DO preyent 

it blowing off.(It appesrcs: the hovse was built of lumber net 
Sod, although if it had bsen sod it is vary cossible that 
little damage would heve raseltsa and this ssocy world not 
have been) Howevar, going on with quoting Unele Wills's letter, 
On this. day in Juna when tha cyGiono Strucx, father was away 
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Some two miles from home breaking sod for another settlor 

ard had laft a hired man at home to do some wozk for him. 
Mother was getting supper and she noted the heavy, black 
cloud in the west but went right on with her cooxing until 
the house began to shake and the pictures on the walis began 
to flop, then she became frightened and grabbed ep the two 
childovn, Almeda (Allis) and Jimmy, ran to tas stebio and 
attomptod to put Jimmy in the grainery bet tie door was high 
and Jimmy kicked and scroumed until she had to pus hin down, 
then sho saw that tha stable was on five. The wind hed picked 
up the house sad dropned it behind the gtnvie and the fire 

in the kitchen stoves set the das *vis afire. 

weeing the Stable afizs Tildie Lod to get rizht out into the 
Storm, the worst of ‘he wind ha. passed but a hoavy hail was 
Peiling.\Pathor, .J.S.»dacis, suid -ae.haix was as big.as-hens 
eges) Tildia bent over tha childern to Shicid them from the 
hail, the hail tors her clothes, +» savods ani dering this time 
& pole or post was thrown from tna Stable roor and struck her 
across the back of hor neck aliiost kiitline her, When the 
hailing stoppes it was foliowed ty a gzoa% dJalugs of rain and 
et this time, the hired mati who had bean lying in a trench a 
little way from the house, fot up and sseing the housa gone 
and the stable afire, wont down to see what hs could do and 
cams upon Tiidie huddled over ths two chiidarn. He helped her 
to her feet and succescded in getting hear ani the childera to 
&@ neighbors house. 

After the storm hed subsided enough tnat Ben could drive his 
team he went to the hime site and not finding Dildie or the 
childern he went to tie neighbors ani found them being cared 
for. (end quote) 

This was indeed a severe blow, practically everything was lost 
except the toams and farming equipment, even all their money 
was lost because, as Aunt Lva says, Beu usually carried his 
wallet with him bat this dey he decided to leave it bchind 
and as most of it was paver it was lost with the clothing and 
other vsrsonal boloneings, 


Now, accorairz to father, J.S8. Jacks, and whet Uncle Will says, 
Bon traded tns 160 acras on the viver for 180 asves of "urland" 
(See statement of Rogister of Deeds, County Recorders Office 
Fremont, Nebraska in fApvendix }). 

this move was thovsht to be soon after tthe stsxrm but evidently 
not, Unele Will says that Ban sosnrod materisi and constructed 
anothsr house and according to the Recorders Office 2en traded 
to Albert F. Smith 29 Ocsober 13875 and that on 21 Juns 1873 

Ben, hought a quarter Sect. from the came Smith. 


Unels Will says Bon and Tildie made preparations for winter 
but Tildios iealth was bod end being pregnant Ben cacidsd it 
would be best if she roturned to her folks toer Lesmoines. 
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Ben must have written Tildies folks without her knowledge 
anyway the both came by team and light waggon to take her 

and the two childern back to Iowa for 4 while. 

when Tildios folks arrived to take her back home to Iowa 
Tildis did not want to leave Ben alone on the Nebraska places 
and was quiiue rebellious about going hack without Een, 
however she was persuaded that undsr the cizvcunstances this 
was bost ar: she couid have whatever medical cars wus aveail- 
able for her injurios rosulting from the cycions and the 
third chiid was due shortly. Apparently her condition was 
mainly brought abort by the haii beating and leinyg suruck 

on the back of the neck by the plage duving th: storm cther- 
wise Tildia would have rzmaines with Ben, 

Tildis retnrned to lowa with har folks and Ben remained on 
the farm in Nebraska and no doubt he spent some of the time 
viSiting with his brothe: Henry who was not too ir away. 

All this was ths reason why my Uncle Will was born im Iowa 
while the family were sSuppossa to bs jiving in Nebraska and 
this puzzled me for a long time until Unele Will answered 

one of my letters explaining what happened. Will was born 

on the 15th of October 1871 at the Rhoass farm south of Dos 
Moines, Jowa,. 

According to Uncle Will and thse Recorders Offices Ben tradad 
the place near the river for enuother tract atout two miles 
away and according to the Recorjers Offica the date was 29 
Oct. 1875 so mayba Ben stayed on ths river vlace during 1a7P 
and thru the summer ena fall of 1873. It is possible that Ben 
could have bsen on the Smith piece in 1872 and that they just 
got around tc making it officia! in i975 but thers is nothing 
indicating tnis, so the writer must accept 1873 as being the 
ysarben moved so the new place. 

Tae spring of 1373 was the year “hat Bens father, Soiomon,his 
stepmother, Alethisna, his youngc:45 brother Jsaac and his 
youngest sister Levins arrived at the Nebraska farm for a few 
days visit white on tiisizx journey to Oregcn. Kvidently they 
mere traveling with hsic own wagen anc teams as there was no 
roitroads thru ine araa at this tima. 

Solomon was going wost to grow wheat, what Isaac hed in mind 
iseant known bus in the years to follow he yroved to be a very 
Shrewed and agerressive business man and of. course Ssevina wes 
destined to Son be marrisd {sho was already 24 yoers old). 


This short visit with his father was to be the last time that 
Fen saw his father and with the possibie excoption of Alotuiann 
it would be many years before he s&w them again. 


This writer while corresponding with a deseentant of Alethiann 
said that when Solomon and Alethiann left Ohio none of the 
family romaining in Ohio over heard from her again. This 
complains was by her son Levi and he was about 18 years old 

at the time however hoe must bave realized that his mother 
could not write and very likely could not reud und that any 
word that got back to him from his mother wovid heve to bo 
writton by Somoono olso. (all signathros by slothiann aro by 
tho wiual x), 
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It isent known how long Tildie remained in Iowa after the 
birth of William C. in 1871 and nothing has been s2id about 
how she got back to Nebraska but since it would have probably 
been dons in the spring Ben might have had his borther Henry 
look after things or perliaps he had a hired hanl to teke cava 
cL things while he went to Iewa for Tildie. 

IS iS evident that Tildie had a rather serious tims of it and 
if she was able to get any medical treatment in Towa it seons 
to have been of small benifit and after her return to Nehraska 
remained in a more cr lass continvous stats cf# narvious biaak- 
down. This is obviously the reason that thsre were no more 
Childern unvil 1874 when Jesse N. was born. 


According to father the last three years exops wers taken by 
the grasshoppers so it mess have bean they yaars 1872 end 7% 
on the river place ard i874 on the Smith placa on ths "upland", 


I remember father takking about the grasshoppers many +imes 

and he said that they, he and his sister Ailie, would watch 

the hoppers cssttle on the faslds and iis ani Aliie would get 

out with a piece of hoard and beat tham into tha ground, cussin 
at every swat. 

It must have been a maddening sight to seo the hoppers move 
ILO 6 young fisla. of corm ani, rain it withing & fow. hours, 


By now Ban and Tildie had been fiva sears in Nebraska and it 
had beon nothing but heartache and one years loss aftar another 
and Unele Will says that in November of 1874 they yacked up 

bag and baggage éxi returned to Iowa. 


Back in Iowa again things were not too easy, especially during 
tha micdle of winter, Lut Ben got team work hauling coal and 
perhaps other hauling jobs. f@ildie was still recieving soma 
medical treatment but evidently was much improved and no doubt 
for the most part she just ontgrew the disability. 

Uncle Vill says the family moved onto a farm neur Des Moircs 
and from thera to u small acsvage in Bust bes Moines and then. 
Uncle Will says, they moved onto a farm in Dallas County a few 
Miles from ths town of Rectield. 

They remained on the farin naar Redfield for about two years 
and in the spring they moved onto another farm some three 
miles away and during that summer they visited with the Waiters 
family, Bens old friends from Illinois who ha&@ moved +5 Iowa. 


It seems that they accidently met at church and the o01a€ acaua- 
lutance was aqaiskhy renowed, 

Unele Willi cays, "We ail enjoyed the molly FSS: aad there 
waS much to tell of the ovents since Pen had lust seen then". 
Apparently Bon kad nut Leon in contact with Zcke since his 
three months visit in 1854 and any keowledee of Zaks being in 
Iowa was u great surprico. doke may huve boon in Iowa for 

Some little time but just when ho cume isont yiessentiy known. 
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The ‘alters family consisted of Ezekia) (Grandpa, we callcod 
him), Grandma end Verge, the youngest son and only child 
romaining at homs. Verge had married but his wiffo had disd 
and since there were no childern ha continued to iis with 
his purents, 


After Ben and Tildie had returned fron ilebruske unother child 
had been born and this was Emma francis born July Oni eno 6 

in Poik County which msans that Tiidie hud ieft the farm at 

or netsr Radfield and gono to her foiks again, Minmu died 1879. 
However Vildie must huvo fait better when iva Jeane was born 

on the 12 Jan. 1880 a3 this was in bailas County and presumably 
on ths second farm near Kedfiold. 


The year of 1880 was saddsned by the untimely death of Bens 

old friend and "second father" teks Walters. This hiinpened in 
Augest of that year and was caused by a snaks bite, 

Grandma and Vergs rented their little farm of twenty acres to 
Ben anil they returned to her peopis in Tilinois and Uncle Will 
SayS he never heard trom thom spain, Tt is possible that Ban 
had occasion to write concerning the farm rental or its sale 
but there 1S no mentica of this. It must huve baen hard for 

Ben to tose his oid friend and to realize this phase of his 
life was now ecndsd. 

fais writer has attempted to locate Walters doscendants in Ill. 
but todats has not bsen successful. 

Throvghout the succesding years a mamento has deseenied to this 
writer being passsd from father to son which is the only thing 
or relic oxtant pystaining to Zeke Walters und Ban as a young 
man. The iten invoived hse is a fine grained, vary hard, tawny 
colored whetstone, obviously hand made and said to bs petrified 
hickory. This stcne is a scant 2" wide about an inch and an 
Sigth thick ard the original was perhaps about 9" long but ths 
piece romaining is about four and five-eigths long. This is 

a very fino finishing stone for small lmives end hand tools 

and only one side cf the stone was leveled and finished. 

Since this stone has now becone a valved relie in the Jacks 
family ard relates to Benjenmins ea fy Piso The “Luli story 
should be tol? horo, 5 

This writer Goes not have the exact doteils but sometime bafcve 
4eke Walters ciod he gave ihe stone to Ben but because I heva 
the list of presentation dates I muss questioa either the 1lase 
date when Ben is seppcscd to have recieved it or he a@ident g63 
it before Zee died and the widow precsanted it to Ban in 1882, 
However tne Walters family had returned to Tllisois Defare tnAic 
date So the writer ecreludoes that the Gate is an CeO. aad 

that Ben Gid recieve the stone from Usks pexshaps about 1878-79, 


Father mentioned the story several times about how the stone 
was broken and he said that the saeco. piece was givon to Jass 


after the accident. Joos has boon reecentiLy quastionead about 
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this but he has forgotten the incident entirely and has no 
\knowledge of the second part of the stone und of courses 
iUncle Will only heard mention of the stone acciaont and 
\basides the stones was of no great importance at the tims 

land this havpened nearly 65 yeurs ogo. Father was on his 
homestead noar Gifford, Tdaho and Mache Jess was haloing 

with soma os tho work. i am not corvain whether Jass han bean 
Gsinge the s.0ne of father bat Whcewcr it was they isft it 
lying cn the, chonuing slock and Torpset ebout iy. Luo shat 
night Jess came kemes ani nseading some kindling to Sturt a fire 
he went to the wood snéd to Cut it ard in“tna darkness failed 
Pemlottes Gh> .Sstous jon ths biock and wne first whacse no cat 
eye Suge 2u two, Tlie a5 sau Stil! Sshowe very clearly. 


In 1944 whiia Il was vivine at 2824 West hyrule St. Seattle, Wn, 
father Sent this stone to me from Siunyside, Wash whsxs ha was 
Pere on 8 sell piace. Tid sy,one -ary ivad in a metal box and 
wathout a Word of its history except what was written on a 
paper which was pasted on tne stone @ni this was a list of 
presentation dates coupiled Myelabvit. ios & MaL.cer OF record. 
there Were threo lines of recipients am daves as follows; 
Beer Gs 3, Carrio, Tilinvgis 1550: "To DB. PF. Jacks at 
Barikhem,,fowa '@82; and. on the third Line was written "Lo Jas. 
Pypsecks pGitivrc  Ideho JE695". To this I. have added the 
trae ige Tp. frank 0, Jacks “Seattle, Ween.” 1944, 


It isent clear what the 1850 date refers to but it is vossible 
that this was tie date tne stone was made and very probaply 
ton neiped. 46%a maida 7t bstore vhe war. 


‘It has been previously acted that Henry hud moved to Nebraska 
and had homesteaiei »efors Sen did ani when Ben arrived ha 
Hiturely would try to, got 4s necr to his brothers place’ as 
Srotlapl oudandsa Foo! Selectian Wouia permit* just low far 
Peer bioir plawes were ise koowil exactly. But Since they 
eae known to ha.xe been in the same general vicinity it seems 
rether Strange i144 henry igent mentioned in helping Ban to 
eno yot FrOMW wie Clreeus Cl Tae Cyclone of even occusional 
YISILS. OF Sometimes hoipiue Lon with some special work but 
nere isent & word hut aceocding to my Uncle Will when questicnga 
Soon thie aie (oceans Ts.,0r, ne Sare.” “he nad heard ‘of ‘Esn 
and Henry beine tczather of.:y one tima; Quote, "Father told of 
being at Henry's place and tnay wers unloading somes sacks of 
ain or someth Lag from the we aE G0u end Henrys wire, Nellie 
faongry’ S.-1'St “aro ocpeared trom the’ “ones and sdid-“Ohs" look 
at the pretty kitten on the “eee poco ,9Unele-Honry Looked aad 
Said, "yes, a pretty kitten, “At povuy hin’. Lt was’ a stripped 
skunk, Henry maraged to Batre it oa the head and he and Ben 
Skinned it. Aunt Nellie vomarkad that the meat looked good 
enough to eat ari said she would cook it of the men would eat 
it. The men tole her to go ehoad und shoe did and the inom declarad 
it was fine floevored msat.(end yrota). 
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Hsnry remained in Nebraska until 1880 his first wife, Nellis, 
had died about 1878 ent Henry remarried to Mary ilacDonalda min 
had three girls by this marriage (seo family history). 


What caused Henry to give up farming in Nebraska isent known 
uUnteaS it WS poor prices end .crops, however this situation 
existed other places as well and the Northwest was no excep tian. 


Jté is probable that from th Breas ‘Lonal letters fiom Isaae he 
formed the idea that money cams rather casily in the west and 
Since [saac wes doing so weil oa ne could better than 

if he remained in Mcbraska. 

Henry made the move to Vasco, Oregon in 12880 (or near by) ara 
tae two girls, Martha anda Bilzaboth, married wuersa to the Lotter 
brothers. In 1886 Esnry dseided to move to Jeiand, Idaho and 

ii Was there a few yaers iaver that Henrv and Esn were again 
close neighbors. (ses famiiy history) 


Returning now to LBeniami Unele Will says that Ben ana 
Tiidie lived OM unre sit ots tHcy acne . fam sarented, from the 
Walters family until the ssing of 1682 then Ben moved onto 
another farm that Ben had sacured a five year Loase on, 

Uncle Will says they (the family) called this place the "lease", 
this ferm was iocated near Rariham, Iowa, 

From this move this writer assumes thsi the twenty acre Waltars 
yiace 6ither got too small or the Waitsrs family wanted it 

sold therefore Ben had to move. 
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Apparently the "lease" place dident suit Ben, anyway something 
must have happened, horauss in ths spring of 1885 they moved 
onvo another farm called ths "Esadle" farm and where Orrin was 
born 4 Hay 1885. 

Things seemod to settla down a bit and the family remained on 
this faym Tor throe yeaxs or unSit 1886 and since tho next 
child Roy henry was born in may of 1886 hs was probably born 
on this place (Rov H, died when 16 mo. oid). 

In i885 the famiiy moved to a farm noar Winterset and in the 
Spriag or i887 they were oa the move again, this tine toa 
piecs 18 )\miices south of Vanberses .and nos far tom, Pewu.;, .Lowa . 


The cause of all this moving around has never been satisfectorly 
explained, of courss pesvie wors moving and Li SINS Lor better 
Land in those days and they still move evround but moving & 

‘farm famiiy five or six times in a bout six years is an impossibie 
Suuuatoon., If tirse momes 1S a8 bac, as a. fire,.as Uacie Will 
Sal then Bon must have heen in poor circumsiances by the tim. 
they decided to nove west, 

“ny Ben never bought a farm is difficult to undorstand from this — 

} point in time het uo eouls: vl C 1650 F, 0118, .COMGS, 70, on, undoreiest 4 
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things would appear and it is very possible that mv Uncles 
can Shed Soms light on the causes of the apparent axcessivy 
moving and put the situation in a more reasonable light. “ne 
presont understanding is that nothing at all was salvaged 
from the Nebraska venture oxcept the teams, wagecons and soma 
oqvipment and household furnishings. Vio know thet Tildiag 
condition,as a result of the injury in the storm, certainly 
did have some bearing upon the household but this should not 
onter into or be considered a contributary cause for what Ben 
had to do. 


Benjamins father, Solomon Jacks, had died in Centerville 
(athena) Oregon,20 Seps. 1677 and whether Ben knew of this 

soon after is not known but according to Uncla Will it wasent 
until 1882 thot Ben recieved a lotter informing him of his 
fathers death and that he had been willed the sum of one dollar. 


The writer has searched for this will but there is no record 
of any will by Soiomon Jacks unless it was recordsad out of the 
County. 

Since Uncle Jess did spend some time around Athena working for 
his Uncle Issac he cims to know a few things about Solomon and 
Alethiann also Isaac but very little about Levina. 


Unele Jess, when questioned about the cause of Solomons death, 
said that he heard Solomon had some sort of "attack" und asked 
Alethiann to fetch him tho epicac but she took so long getting 
- whew oOlomon died. 

Alethiann was no ionger around when Jess was in athena so she 
was most liksly remarried and moved away anyway the latest 
HIGurded date is in wS8h. 

fo conclude the Solomon Jacks story at this point it should be 
mentioned that about 1892 father, J.S.Jacks, had a marbla slab 
carved and erected on Solomons grave in the old Keys cemetary 
noar Athena, Oregon und none of the Jacks family are known to 
havo visitod thera until ahovt 1895-4 when a son, Christopher 
C. Jacks visited there as the result of a railroad train break- 
down near Waston, Oregon. Christopher had been west on a visit 
to see his brothsrs Fonjamin and Henry in I@aho ané Coo panty 
was con his wav to see =ssee and his sister Levina befora 
returning to Ohio. He knew where Solomon was busied so whan 
the railroad engine brcxe down and there would ba saverai hours 
wait he just agzed scmeona if they knew where Solomon jacks 
was buried, thay did and the visit was eccomelished in gond 
time. Evidentiy Solomon was a wall Imown man for most anybody 
around the county to remomber where ha was buried 16 yezrs 
later. Krom about the time of Christovhors visit to 1961 none 
of the Jacks are known to have visited there until the writer 
was told in 1960 that Solomon was buried some,.ace around 
Athena, Oregon and in 1961 the writer investigated ani made a 
Syecial trip to verify tha site and to take pictures, It was 
Uncle Jess who remembered wheru Solomon wns buried. 
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Bens youngest sister hed married a ranchor near Pendelton 

énd had a boy named George, Isaac hud married Blizabeth post 

£6 Dec, 1874 and is thought to have hei four or more Chi ide2n 
but thoy too are prasantiy among the unknowns. 

More will be said about Isaac and Levina later Onin the stow. 


Getting back to Ben's story again we find that the last move 
had pat the femily in south Madison County near Porn but it 
they moved there in the spring of i887 they were .d9stinod sto 
move aguin in 18€8 and their lest move in Towa would ba out oF 
the State, . 

It appears that Bon and TPildio had made Up their mind to go 
West during the wintor of 1887-8 and before the last child was 
torn. Mary Ora was born 8 sb, 1888 and since she was the last 
79 can now give 4 complete listing of the childern and their 
first marriages, although the marriages did not take place 
until Some years after the family left Iowa. 


There were a total of nine childern born but one died when 

about three years old and the other a boy, when 16 months old, 
Since the last child was born just before leaving for the west 
it Seems appropriate to list the family hers; 

1. Almeda Avarilla B.12 Nov, 1866 bi. Wm. .. Magart 20 Feb 1885 
2. James Solomon be. 9 Oct. 1868 m. Lovise L. Book 30 Dec 1902 
3. William Cyrus b.13 Oct. 1871 m. Jonnie M. Corum 12 Aug 1894 
4, Jessie Nelson ».20 Apr. 1°74 m. Maude A. Lough 18 Feb 1900 


5. Emma Francis b, 31 July 1876 (died 22 Feb, 1879) 


6. Eva Jane bol2 Jan 1880 mn. Edward Miller £6 Feb 1899 
7. Orin Wiystt b, 4 May 1883 m. Bouieh I. Sigman 7 Oct 1905 
8, Roy Henry b, May 1886 (died when 16 mo. old) 

9. Mary Ora b. 8 Fob 1888 m. Clyde Slocum Ld OCU I9CS 


Only first marriages given here, see family history. 


Fen had nothing to losa on a move to the Oregon country and it 
isent a bit surprising to find Pen and Tildio making the decision 
to move west. Three had moved west in 1873 and Ben's twin brother 
had moved wast in i8€0 anc no doubt thore was a certain anount 

of beckoning ccrrespondence and the situation is better dascrihad 
by &@ remerk m&de by Uncle Will when he said "they hod the VWaost 
fever" and people everywhere in the oast or middle west wexe 


‘afflictod by it even Tiliios father and mothor and wamad7 
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Just a few yoars earlier it would have been necessary to go 
by waggon train but in 1888 most of the main railroad linss 
were thru or connecting up, 

Evidently all that the family did was to winter over on the 
pléce near Peru and Supposedly this is the place where tho 
Ssaio of stock, machinery and other farming oqvipmont war held. 
The oniy things hold out would be clothing and personal items 
that cotld be carried in bags or bageara car. 

The dato of tho sale isent known but was arout the first of 
April 1888 ad since ‘Vildies fclks were foing too they mast 
have had to go thru the same process of heving a gale and 
perhaps had e farm to sell besides. 


All the items to be shipped and the people (emigrants) leaving 
for the west assomble*? in bos Moines just before the 8th day of 
April which was tho daperture dats, 

lost probably steyod over at some friends house until everything 
was ready and of course there wouid be a great coning and going 


of fiends and relatives who were staying behind. This is indicate 


in @ recent letter (1251) from irs. Ariaina Psrtholf Brownell of 
Winterset. 

Arminia is a granddaughter of Electa Macombsr who married a 
Bertholf and also in this same letter she mentions a hrs Warren 
Benge whose mcther wes a sister of Tildies, she said she was 
very fond of her surt Tillia and romembers vividly when they 
moved wast. Mrs Warren Benge was 69 in 1961 and very frail, sho 
was about 17 years old wnen she pathered with other friends to 
say good bye to her Aunt Tillie, 


On the 8th day of April 1888 The Benjamin Jacks family and the 
Rhodes famiiy boarccd the train at Des Moinss with tickets to 
Pendeiton, Oregon. 

In the Jacks family there were Bon and Tildic ond the seven 
Chiidern. In the Rhodes family were lr. and iirs, Rhodes, ifarion 
P. khodes his wife and son Vill, two unmerried deughters one 
married daughter har hesbana and baby, cas marrieé son his wife 
and baby, a neice ner husband and baby making a total party of 
twonty-fiva persons. lather in his Memoirs mentions a Dr. 
bickenson and toils tho story a bit Ciferontiy than Unele Will 
whom I have just quoted. 

Apparently the route taken on the trip west was thru Omaha, 
Cheyenne, Grainger {Gra:eer) Boise and eithe.» Winkls or Wallvla 
then to Pendeiton, Oxegen, a trip of about 1500 miles and since 
they probably koarded the train on the morning .of the 8th and 
arrived in Pendwsiton in the eariy morning hours of the llth of 
April they wers about 64 hours on the road so there must have 
been a numbex of stops along the way for an hour eri morsitat ta 
time. 

Uncis Will says that they arrived at 2:4M and were obliged to 
Stay at the cepot, alocg with a hoard of other ammigrants , 
until the GLusiness hovses cyened up. (All business houses were 
open on Suncays in those dys), 
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Uncle Will says the men got out and secured a smell honse for 
ths party and that Grandma Rhodes bought a cookstove wiich 

was soon set up and breakfast was prepared for the whois warty 
and the rest of the day was spent in looking ovex the town. 


Benjamin had talked with some of tie business men while deslin- 
for the little house and getting the stove and later on in the 
day one of the business men happened to meet Levina end told 
her of sseing her brother in town and where they were located. 
This was a very lucky break becauss Levina just happened to be 
in town that day on business and when she heard that the Jacks 
family was in town she wert bight over to sae them. (Uncle Wili 
Says that Levina nevar came over to Centerville at any time 

to visit them). 

On Mondaéy morning most or ell of the men went over to Centervill 
(Athena) on the eariy morning train and rented houses there 

ana thay all returned to Pendelton that night. 

Uncle Will says that the boys didant go to Athena with the men 
and were just loafing around Pendelto: that Monday morning 
when &@ man came up to the cainphouse end asked Will if any of 
the men or bsys wanted to go to work as he nesdoed two msn to 
drive teams on railroad construction work at Wallulu. He said 
he would pay ono dollar per day and board but that the men 
would have to supply their own bed roll. 

Uncie Will thovght koe and Jim (my father) could fill the biil, 
althovgh Jim wasent there just then, so Will told the man he 
and his brother would go with him. 

The fellow said he wov.d start at six the next morning(tuesday) 
and would pick us up where we were stopping. 


The next morning all the other folks had gotten vp eariy and 
taken the train to Athsna leaving Will and dim behind with a 
bed roll apisce to go out on the railroad job. Will says they 
sat on the ioor step of the house waiting for the contractor 
to show ep, About 7:A4li and he still hadent shown up and about 
this time a man living across the street came out to hoe in 
his gardsn and he asved wiy we had not gone with the othsrs 

So we told Lim who we wera waiting for and he said, "why that 
man isent going today, I know he isent because he hasent brought 
his mules in from the pasture yet, he has bsoen going to go for 
the last two weeks. 

Well, Jim and I want over end found him in bad, "he said that 
Flora was sick last night and I covldsnt get ready and I dont 
know when I can go". 

Jim had some money and we got a bite of breakfast and then hit 
the ties for Athena where we arrived acrota 1:PM and found the 
folks. (this was a littie over a twenty mils hike and each of 
the gos carried a Suitcase of extra clothes besidss the bed- 
roll, 
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Father (J.3.Jackaé) went to Wallula and worked with the 
construction crew on the N.P. railroad branch that was build 
ing twards Walla Walla, until harvest time, Uncle Will savs i 
he worked on a ranch for a month and then he and his fathor 
(Ben) went to work on the railroad that was coming into 
Centeryille (Athena) from Wallula, Jess worked on this vail- 
road also and according to Uncle Will, when threshing time 
came all of them quit the railroad work and took jobs with a 
threshing outfit. 


Bens brother, Isaac, had a ranch ebout 4 miles north of Athena 
but the only one of the boys who seems to have worked for him 
was g6ss and apparsentiy jess spent sone time with Isaac and 
this is one reason wny Jess knew about some of the things 

sone grate his grandfather and stepmother (Solomon and Aleth- 
iann 

Is&éac was a very successful rancher and businessman and had 
extenSive holdings in and around Centervills and also was very 
active in real estate in Tacoma, Wash, 

Isaac built a hotel there and took part in the fight to keep 
Seattle from becoming the railroad terminus, when Seattle won 
out Isaac sold out his holdings in Tacoma. 

It was during this first summer in Centerville that Isaac 

told his broths Ben how much money he had made since coming 

to Oregon (the writer has never been able to learn how much 
this was except to ov told that it was a very large sum). 
Although Uncle Will says that Levina never came to Centerville 
to visit them it is possible that she came when he wasent 
there or it may ba that the women mede a trip on the train 

to Pendelton during that summer to visit her (although Lavina 
dident live in Pendelton) anyway it would be very strange 
indeed if Levina and the Ben Jacks family never ment but the 
one time when they first arrived, 

This writer is inclined to belive that during the next sight 
months that the Jacks family would be in Centerville surely 
Levin& would have visited them a few times. 


Aunt Eva Jane (who was about eight years old ) said that Levina 
was a very beautiful woman and well. dressed, she was married 
to @ rancher and had one son named Seorge who was about 14 
yeers old. Levine was about 39 years old at this time. 

Levina lost her first Pasha (date unknown) and then married 
Several times and nothing is known of Levina or her son George 
Since that tims. 


From what Uncle Will and aunt Dva have told me they were 
Somewhat "bug eyed" about things in the new country and athena 
presented a busy scene entirely new and different to what 

they were used to in Iowa. The girls had been enchanted with 
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their Aunt Llevina and her fancy clothes and so had the boys 
but they also were being impressed with the ways ard vastnose 
of western iife and Will particularly seomed attracted to 
cowboys and ranches, 


Alethiann is not mehftioned at all during this period and shin 
may not have been jin the area as late as 1888 but, of course 
if she was, it is most certain that she would have nothing to 
do with ben's family and of cousre she probably neve. kne:: 
the Rhceaes peopls, 

This writer has been to athena and the Rscorders office in 
Pendelton in search of general information on Levina(s and 
Isaac's marr&ages, Solomons will Ete., the only records in 
evidence show Isaac's marriasgs to Elizaboth Post, nothing is 
Shown regerding Solomons Willi and there are several records 
of iand deals. Tne records were not checked out to determine 
the number of transactions or when the last one was filedor 
Saeco (see appeniix for partial List of Recorded proper- 
ties 


Henry Was supposed to have settled in Wasco, Oregon and farmed 
or ranched until leaving there in 1686 for the Potlatch, but 
from ths Recorded property list he seams to have had some 
dealings Ssround Centerville and Pendoltion up to the time he 
left for Idaho. 


In the early fall of 1888 all of the Rhodes people who had 

come west with Ben enc Tildie docided to return to their ola 
homes in Iowa and I aont believe that any of them ever came 
west again to visit or that Bon or Tildie ever saw them again. 
Tildies father James 5S. Rhodes died 14 Mar 1896 and her mothex, 
Eliza, died Oct 23, 1905 and according to Unels Will, Tildie 
recieved the sum of (;800.00 in the settlement, 


It is assumed that Ben waited until the Rhodss people had lait 
for Jowa before leaving on an inspection trip to his. brothex 
Henry's place on the Big Potlatch, In a recent letter from 
Uncle Wiji in regards to this trip ho said, "Father borrowed 

a team and light waggon from Uncle Issac and with Jim (J.S. 
Jacks) myself (Will), Jess and a boy named Harry Kemp we left 
Centerville in the early morning and camped the first night 
near Waitsburg, the second night we camped at the old Maringo 
ewossing on the Tucanon Rive: between Dayton and Pomeroy, the 
thixd night we camped at tha Alpowa Mission (now callad Silcott} 
and there we coorod ap a feed of coltorteil ratbits we had 
Snot on the drive aevn Alpowa Creek that day. 

Breaking camp the nos: morning we crcessed the Snake River and 
just up the river above the ferry we saw old Chief Timothy at 
4% his home tessa near the road. 
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We contijane) on up the road on the north side and came to 
Lewiston ci the opposite side, we crossed the Clearwater 
River to «i town of Lewiston and continued on thru town 

and vy th, (jlearwater on the south side to the Hatiwei ferry 
Somé Tivws or six miles above Lewiston. 


W3 crossel tu Hatiwai ferry to the north side of the Claariweucs 
iver ofOin ard that night we campad noar the mouth ofthe 
Potletuh «feak, Lhe folLlowing Gay we resciod Leiar.l, Jcaaho ana 
mace SQIG iuitivy for the Hensy Jacks pluaoa, Wa etopped in 
froat Of A TArm Houses where we saw 2a mean in tna yerd and father 
called te hid; “HWeilo there, can you tei: me woere Henvy vacks 
bt8% Fp othe qe neGewo wallkias twaras us with 2 big grin on his 
face @yd said; "ont you Knuw Where you biwe ?, then ha noticed 
tre taar. and the four bays and he gaid; “where did you get 
that tean and all those boys ?. Thon fathsr (Ben) told him 
Bio we wore utd how we cama to be there end the fellow had a 
god iaigh ai being Sc mistaken. (and quote) Evidentiy Ben 

tr or ol oh LOyasd very much alilta and hed the same general 
poiid nol he! the 
Continninz aerin with Uncle Will's letter, (quote); "We soon 
foind (ne Le Henry's wlace ana hid @ joily good reception. 
We spout two weoks there in Whish tims father (Ben) verted a 
farm f-om a js John Black for ihe poriod of one yesr aud that 
prevariad (usvior owrrfirst home wn ths nig. Fotlateh Prairie, 
We themerctusied«to Ganterviile by tne wav we had come. After 
arriving in dantervii.3a we woxsked at mearby farms until along 
in WNovamver Wien we ~xsksa ug and fauasy, ilother and the sm2i 
ehitdasn Uboax ied ihe «rain For Censs30 Where Unele Henry meat 
them and drctws them to the farm father had rented. I (Will) 
rema:.u38a behind sud worked on a vtanch with aavry Keino, Harry's 
fathe: and kyothe. nad a hara of cattlsa to ba delivores in 
Leland and t&is we did, followins about the cane routs we 
took when father went to visit Uxcia Henry. (eni quote) 


Pathear (Jd. ££) dues) lsd gone to work with Uncle Isaac in 
Tacoma in Issuc's now hotel. (sce Memoirs, J.5S.Jacks). 


Since the féim Ben had ranted from John Black wus onjy for 
gig yoer Bersbed fo fini another ;.lace end during that year 
Ben bought 370 acres near the Southwick P.0., six miles east 
of baland, tiis was in 1839, 


This 160 aerits was a honestead that was proved up and was 
dsécaed to Bey, but Ven had to borrow "tce isonay" (.61100,0%) 
LO! LAplPGr Ls. 

In vegara to this new nlaca Unele “Vill says, "Je built a rude 
‘house and bain on the lund and did a lot of fsnzirg and got 
Sema Groep inwbhie first spring L899). Deis ikead hadeoa neaovy, 
eate@e Sod Foy and ie was ia réal job to get it So we ecculd got 
eny seCclig WS tare nold, bet we did some real work, <othar 
hea ne meoey to boy horsar so we found a liornie roiser who had, 
Dict ef unos son prone: rid wo took six of Lhem uml pot along 
Vito Piet yours (einiipe, thon fainor did buy a Loam ond 
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I worked for an old Dutchman and bought a nice big span and fathor 
‘ had them to use for throo years. We were not able to gat ina 

very large part of the land in crop but father kept adding scme 
each year (season) and was getting Somewhat better fixed until t 
the third year, 1893 (there was a "panic" this same year also). 


Ben had & lovely heavy crop of wheat and the header priled into 
the fisld on Saturdéey evening ready to start cultine on Londay, 
the rain starved thet night and tnhut neader stood tnore in the 
Same Spot uatil the not season, Hathner did not get one bushel 

of wheat out of tht crop and the next year /13894) was almost as 
bad, rain, wet stacke, poor prices and high wates of intorsst 
were too much, he counldaent make it, the mortgsga had the say, in 
those days they did now give you credit tor any equity and of 
course the land was worth much mors than the nortgage but the law 
did not make sllowanses for excass value sc tno farm was lost. 
When the Nez Parse Rasorvation was thrown opsn for settlement Jim 
and J9Ss went over and socured gocd homestaacds and father moved 
over to live with Jess, making his home there until the spring 

| OF. 19 lds 

It was while Ben was living on tha 160 acres near Southwick that 
he had a visi from his brother Chiistopher C. Jacks who was 

two years older than Ben. Christopher made the trip from Musk- 
eagon, Mich, about tha yoax 1891-2 just whan Ban was in the 

midst of gattine started with the new plevo0. For Christovher this 
was a sort of exploration trip to S30 what the country was really 
like and to visit with bis brothers Heary, Ben, Isaaz end Levina, 
Pea yornece., Sisver. wWicy had been writ.nage beck and forth for 
some tine (See lettsy xsom Christophers Son, Chester GC. of 
Norwell, Ohio) Appenitix, At this point tha write: mest point 

out that Chesver Jacrs said his rather made the trip west when 

he was about 10 years old ane this would be abort 1692-2, but 
While Christophax was wisiting with Fon he told about the trouble 
Nis) odes Son nad hadi wasio Shervisr of lluskeagon and the events 
thes fineily lea to. his coath. Sinve the son, Gsorgo, disd in 
1893 on 14 of Oct. it 1% evident that Christopho~ could not have 
maids the visit until, sites tho death of his son Ccarge in 1898, 
and this mauns thot when vnvictopher visited Sea it was at dags's 
-homestead ovev ca the reservaszion, Consequantly the previons 
Herntvon of Christopher viciting his fathers grave {Solomon) at 
Athena, while his train was broke down at Weston, would be altered. 
in this respect. 

Cheistopher finally decided against moving to the west and one 
reason was that the country was too rough {mountainous}, 


Refering again to the forelosuxre on the mort292e on Bens placs 
near Southwick thes wriver hes asked Will about what havoeneé to 
Mae eooecl Oly, Sines 20 te king to Aont ova, <0 Said that Jos: 
felt very bittsr about Hen josing tho place and shat it wasent su 
all necessary and shovitcent have happensd, thus intimating that 
Other cauess may have h40n present busidos bad weather, poor 


mee ' 


prices and high intorast rates. 
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Anyway when Uncle Will was apyroached on this subject he 

wrote the following; "I never Knaw corréatiy the viraignt of 
this incident in fathers business deais on the Potlatch bsfore 
the family moved to the Gifford home, but mother {Vildis! tote 
me about it and I did have a short talk with father {Ten) ate-t 
this as follows, "Father had a nica looking crop on the farm 
(1852-92) and @ man came biong looxing for a farm to buy and he 
offered father a price, Ssomstning icss ‘than fathe: haa asked, 
Fatnsr raetcsed if anl tho man said that ne would bs back ina 
day or two andi that was whan I (Will} learned of the offer as 

I had besn away teaching school and just care home ovor the 
week end. Mother goahed Faunear to acsept tas. offer as it was a 
casa deal ani she tol: father he could taka the amount which 
was over and above the mortgage on the farm (Ben would have had 
avout five thousand Pre Heb Siwy pone 8O 2ere..”. noet,of»Ssenool 
land at $10,00 per acve and stiil have enorgh tc lo the nacassary 
building, well the ueol fell through anda along with bad crops, 
bad luck Secned to prevail and the farm went to the mortgage 
company o 

It appears that Jess did have soms justification for being 
embittered cvor tho turn of events, essecially since he was the 
one doing most of ths farm woxk,. Sen was about 53 yrs old at 
this tims and Jess wis about :8 yeers old. 


The Nez Perco Indian Reservation was ci.ened for settlament 

18 Novwembex i895 ani on looking at tathers (J.S. Jacks) Memoirs 
SONchsae bn S pericd. i find the follow:ng; quote, “Herman and 
Penns King, Wms .02.c.' King, my wrother Jess and I want across 
the Clearwater riz.c wad found homesteads just a Little East of 
$16 present P.O. oOo” witford, Idaho, 

Ost-pesces, all. joizsi. in neariy & Square, my place being in the 
G6ntcsr, & lissia Fuysher om ing tathers Memoirs he says, "The 
Zirss year aficer tiya Raservation opened (1396), brother Jess 
and I put in the cxop on fathers place near Southwick. The 
wneat looked Fine when it heafed, like it wouid maka 50 bushel 
but the hot wind strack it and wo threshed out 9 bu. per acre 
and hed (310,00 after expences for feed and seed and threshing 
were paic, fend quote) 

So, evidently benjanin remained on his 150 acre placo near 
youthwick until 1°96, at jaest and then moved ovar end made 

his home with Jess. Just which year this was isont stated but 
it muss lave been Soon after Jess and Jim had their homesteads 
lined out and duilcings vp. 


Apparently Uncle Will had given up his idoa of ranching, at 
$28Ge9e0F & F105, 05 66505 yo.started to tcach school -inor 

near Kendrick in 1890 sna for the next 35 or 19 vears he 

taugnt senool but it itiest known which schools or whether hoa 
steyed in the same genexul araa or not, But thinss must have 
changed and in 1908 Ur-te Will took ont a homasteed on tho 

Lower Doiuman Croai: (sown tho Sunxe hivor helcow Lowiston) and 
White divine thera Uncio Wiil Guyy ho tnd his brotnar vin bought 
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a tract of land down on the Sneke River and started to develope 
it for sale in small lots as it was located on the railroad 

SoG Wo -CAOus ae w3 might make a few doliars. (nothing enme of 
this ventura}. 

Getting bacw to Benjamins’ s story again, things settled dein 

QB L2tt's whia Ban and Tilda moved ovsr to Joss's plaee; ins 

at chic tims Jim was busy farming, Will wes teaching a 
during tis vinters and Orin was about 13 ysars old anil going 

BO -SGL OC? Mae 

EveutS vers coving fast and commercialism had patherod a great 
deal of momeatem in tne 59 Vsars* Or 60°C 208 tha CavaizoWar, and 
the teroo world centinne to increase. 

Except for fothers iiensirs very little is known atout the pariod 
auSt Eefors anl aftr 196). Hva Jane had masrvyed Eéwaxd Millor 
poo fo, 1999 @ 3° Beeman, 12aho emi TWwilTzaa0Ge (Uneds WATL) had 
married Jeniie Coram 12 Ang. 1694 and jeocs married Jiaude Lough 
Poy Fab. 1900 at Beeman, Idaho. 

James had teased his Yarn to his brother Jess in the late spring 
of 1692 and joiusd whe Arny, he was back home in Oct of 18398 bat 
left agein in amg, oF 1699 end was pors until about mid~Juna cf 
1901, White Jares was in the army his sister Eva June nad been 
widowod énd wien her brother Jim was back on the farm she cams 
arom Calaiormia ant ept house Tor him fora tims. 

@ ores Ment2on woule be meds @&t this tims concerning Almoeda 

bet @s Gertain ‘infezmation is not aveiiabis at the’ monasat it 

Be fr von “Ti Sr ape vopriete place Veter? on) 


Jess mnst have been anite busy epee his place and Jims too 
and no doubt Ben was still ebie to do some of the less strenous 
work but ho wes now gatting over sixty ysars old, There isert 
Peon ot Noa .-ops cY too much, rain ete. such as haopeneda 
Sige the Seritor cysy eal wees Bat then tere probatiy wers 
light crops or poor prices or other ungodly accidonts of natur 
£QO COKseENG With ci. ere now mostly forgotten as the changine 
Panos and now ¢eniravions “push tne old familiar scene” invo' a 
distant corner, 


W630 wore asarans cox, 
eee SOG Ode Lc fre. ee 
i(Aimedes famiiv) bat the: 
ba, inarried until 168, 
Pamaiiy in 13043 cn ins SCch of bee. James S. Jacks married iis 
Louise Book of Leoksat, Toa, en! Orin and Me Gxvy Ora wvora thes 

only ones ummarcied eithough Orin wasent longs and mrried Baulah 
eree? OCG Loo. 

When Tildios mother dist in 1995 she recieved the sum of $800.00 
in the seScslement of as envete in -Iewa., It jscnt known just 
when Tiles rosicved tha money but she had it in 19790, 
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in the Solomon Jacks family to become elected to Public Office 
and the only other one known to be elected to Public Office 
was George Jacks, son of Christopher Jacks, who was elected 
Sherriff of Muskeagon, Mich. (see family History) 


Upon being elected County Assessor, Jim Sold his farm and moved 
to Lewiston, the County Seat, and bought a small home not too 
far from the Courthouss, 

Will tosk a homestead on the Lower Deadman, below Lewiston on 
tho Snale river,and remained there until the fall of POYO £-The 
writer in corresponding with Will concerning this period, 
replied in two diffuront letters and parts of others but it 
Qppears that Tildia gave Will the 600.00 she was saving, to 
invest in property for her and Ben, Apparently the understanding 
was that Bon and Tilda wanted to retire to a place in Clarkston 
and Wiil was asked see whut he could do. 


Will bought some acerage on Chestnut St. then in AprilY of 1911 
Will went to Jessbs place near Gifford and brought Ben and Tilda 
énd all their household goods dowa to the place in Clarkston, 
uSing Bens' team and waggon. 

Ben and Tilda lived on the Chestnut St. acerage until 1922 when 
Ben was no ionger able to do the small chores or take care’ “ot 
ths place. 

During this time Will was living on a place he bought in Lewiston 
and when ken could no icnger menage the place in Clarkston Will 
arranged to trede the Chustnut St. acueage for a house and ¢wo 
lots on 7th St. in Cinvtistoh, giving a clear Warrenty deed to 
the house and one lot co Ben and Tilda ard on the cther lot, 
built a house for himself. 


Jess remained on the farm and raised his family, the last of the 
chiidern being born in 1909, It isent presently known when Jess 
retired from ths farn, 

Ovin had married and had two childern, the last being born in 
1916. The details, in brief, of his activities are not presently 
known, © 

Jim, not boing re-elected to the Assessors office in POL sold 
the Little place on tth ave in Lewiston and went On ‘a deal with 
Will on the Deadman but stayed ony the summer, this was at or 
near Central Fexry, then he moved back to Lewiston and went 

into the Real Estate busingss for a while, *hén he became inter- 
ested in dsvelopmimg a copper mine near Troy, Idaho. During this 
time and shortly after returning from Central Perry Jia bougcht 

a fine place on 14th St. (up on the hill) and then in the fall 
of 1915 sold out everything an@ moved onto a farm at Acatha, Ida, 


Many new things were happening and change was no longer a novelty, 
moving nictures hed appearad and finaily an airplane appeared 
(I think the first one I saw was about 1912 and flew from 
Portland to the old Wair grounds in Lewiston). automobiles had 
ecne to Siay end were ovidant in ereat veriety from the “stooring 
bar" irontiread hack to alaetrie ears. 
The "cabs" wore still horg& drawn but soon due to change. 
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Concretsé paving had come to town by 1912 or eaxlier and the 
road to the Lewiston Orchards was paved about this time, 


Along with the great improvements in woapons, propellants ana 
methods of communications came tha greatest war of all time, 
the Pirst World War. It isent known how all this impressed 

Ben or Tiica but so far as members of the femily being ia the 
Army thsrea were none except possibiy from the family of w.}. 
Magar, aimada‘s family. 

Jim oxiered to volunveor on ths basis of his Spanish War exper 
ijence but he was tuxnod dow: because of asa. 

Luring this time tiis writer recalls many visits to Bon and 
Titdas plaos in Ciarkston ana also remembers their visits to 
the place on 14th St ii Iswiston. These were usuaily sunday 
Gimners or mayne Thanks; ving. 

Tas iast time this weiter saw Benjamin was in 1915 and the last 
time I saw Tilda was the spring of 1927, 


Returning now to when the Chestnut St. Acreage was traded for 
the hous: and two louts in 1922 Unele ill ssys; "that RAVES 
father ani mother & home of thatr own, clear of any debt, end 
they were entitled to it for they had lived a bit of a worrisd 
life 4 lot of the time they vera raising the family". Mother 

Was happy with the way I had trsated them ard she tole me that 
"now I can live in my own littls home", and sho did until father 
disd. . 


Benjamin F. Jacks diel 28 Septemver 1924 and enjoyed almost 
porscoet health until just a short tims before his d3aith, 
Tizda not being able to care for herself wont to liva with 
Jess who had cone to live in Ciarkstcn and Uncle Will Says, 
dS ono ole dad ycaxb jor hex until Diiga dsvedecon the 22) 160. 
19238 thus bringins to a close a long lifa of hzrdwork and 
ploresring harasiuip that helped to make this country the 
greatest. of all Netioni, 


Unele ill says that "after father died mother hsd to borrow 
moray to pay dector bil:. and funeral expences bat that the 
property stood in her neve until she died. Some of the hoivs 
took charse of matters 1 I ist them do it all and I nevor 
Enew just how it was finsily settled". 

In one or two lettars Uncle will covers the last few years 
rather quickly, there ves a 1o3 of living in the more thar 
twenty yoars from 1888 in Centerville to 1911 at Gifford when 
Bea finally retired from an active sarm lita to tho quiet and 
restful stmosphere of Charsstoa. 

Howaver, while realizing thai the life story of Ben and Tilda 
is not completes in all the interssting detail of thsse las+ 
years of chanz:ng seene wien horse were slowiy, bet yet, rather 
quickly being xepleced hy a new forces, the internal combustion 
engine. Ben hed more than lived ont the span of tima tha horse 
had been weed in faimiu2 in this Comiry ©83 oxen Ware. ths 
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prime movers until about the 1860's, 


At this time it should be mentioned that much of this infov- 
mation has just recently become available and resoarch is still 
continuing. 
Much material has beon Supplied by my Aunts and Uacleas and. 
very BB Ss in a while I learn something.more. Of courss if 
Pacer ware ott] caer a I am cerain he could enlarzs the 
Benere! pieture gras atiy as he told mo many things some of 
Vilireare Menyroned sm his*Memoirs hut this writer feels, that 
under tho circumstances of dificult ressarch and having only 
& few hours per week to devote to organizasion and dovelopment 
thas a faizly wali connected and comprehensive fumily histor; 


4 


has been the result. 


It is hoped that this small contribution to the sbory of Ben 
and Tilda will be the begining of a better and more complete 
eee, as new mansrial is forthcoming, and also that in time, 
this sme ail work Wiil become the proud possession of the dsasce6n- 
dants of Ben and Tilea,. 


For the benifit of future ressarchers it should be mentioned 
here that there is consideralis misinformation concerning Ben 
in the History of North IJdsho but the book does contain a very 
good photograph of him which ccst plo 200 for the full page 
size. 
I do not find anything particrlarly wrong with the write- -up for 
James 5. Jacks but ths writo-up ona Ben jamin was poorly done 
with many errors apparentiy mad3 by the nerson making the 
inverview. Theses mistakes tend to ruin the hook as source 
materia) for anv serious research of the pioneers fco~ this 
period and if used it Should be cross checked if possibie. 


she foilowing corrections are to be applied to the artizis on 
Banjizmin in the Hoes Oxy of North idaho, these corrections have 
been verified by #unts end Uncles now living in Clarksson,. ln. 


Corrostions are as follows: The date of arrival of ths jacks 
famiiy in’ Pendelion, Gre. choula Pa Aprited ts See ates Looys 

Me nome Augustus, as given for Bonjamins first brother, should 
be, Ciristopnes, €.; and the’ next item ts porhaps tho worst xi 
kind of iibelns orror that could be committel where 4. says 
that,’ "3B, HF. Jucks was 2 strong Democrat", whon Bee saw this 
and all the ever errors he probably lost ail interass in the 
Delco tye ony wey” Umelar Veit |} inet ett ert to ms Peete ing faele 
eyrors, Said nost smphetically that, "fathar was a wane, old 
olack Republicen and “/ua:c have highly resented anyone caliine 
usm & DEhoerTa: . 


As a small boy I remember visiting grandfather and Tildie 
Peco ey wore diving ~ith Uacse Jass. 
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This would be about 1909 or 1910 and I was about 5 years old. 
Mother was along and I remember that my sister Thelma was 
tuere too and no doubt some of the othors. This visit wor ee) 
the late spring or eerly summer. 


I also remomber another visit that had Something to do with 
Some of Bens orchard work. 

Of the many visits aftor Bon and Tilda moved to Clarkston I 
think the most interesting one was when I found out Pan Lizod 
to talk about tha Civil War. 


There ere other itams concerning myself wnile ona visit to Bens 
place but will be told in my own story and naei not ke mentioned 
nore bt vnerd,ig,cna last taing I would like to mention and 
that is the brief story of Bens old bay ma:cs named Vauie. 

(I rouambor seeing 014 Maude sevexal times and had the idea 

that she wis a grey but Uncle Wiil say sho was a bay) When J 
Saw old Maude she scansd to be gatting aroun€ well enough but 

J guess she was getting a bit old when I last saw her: 2D ouL 
1913-14, 

I dont remember if Ben drove a heck or a buggy but he drove 
around Clarkston quite a lot eutis after they moved to tth 

St. whon Pon and the horse both were getting to old to get 
around anymore, 

Sometimes Tilda wovident notices Ben Slip out of the house am 

€0 to the hern and harness vo old Maude and start off on some 
geuns to nowhore and tnen when Ban was missed someone vould 

huve to find him and bring him back. The lust incident I heard 
éBbout was that Ben an? slaude gos away Qlvight, and some distance 
Gawn the road old laude just got tized and laid down in the ro 
road and went to sleep. I never heard what becemo of old Maada,. 


4s the story of Ben anil Tilda draws to a closa this writor would 
lita to aad one crv Swo couments raleting to the differences 

of peonle end family Living between then and NGW, that 1S, over . 
& yeciod of 159 yaars of Jucks family History. 

Boto19 1900 thera wore vow divoress and selftom was thera MavL Il 
Gebns9 or misenderstandire until tho advent of a series of 
Sociologicil paxeversions sucha s co-education, adoption cf the 
Sth admemimert which has no validity in proper humun sociaty 
ana 2nd stupicity of Saugecism, as these precepts of ignorance 
progreesed in timB so uid the divorce rats, broken homes and ag 
the cycie rounded ovt th: inevetable do 

Wittnessed dy the pragext day, 

Thera is of very cbyions and Sve ime dor onareg: dn loans. a 
esnsalogical research bafors 1630 and attempting to catelor a 
f8W chgicsrn and a scrios c? fcoligh divorscas in tha ee a er! 
foiloning. With ail ceux "misforturaie " inventions and progress 
in gadietery an! cverbaariac law this writer Sradsor ata 3 
possibility tmnt psopio ars as happy end content as iu the paciod 
Pawiaon 1°99 |-.t 2250, 

It is fortanato ust Ban eri Tilda were Spered Ol] Lhis ax thei: 


Svozy, pornans, would nevur have beebh written. 
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SPOKANE DAILY CHRONICAL P 


Idaho Pionter crosses Divide 


Nez Perce mun dies at Clarkston after short illness - 85 Vid . 
Old. 

Benjamin P. Jacks, early pionsor of the Nez Perce Tanha Aictriet 
anc for the Inst several years Aa resident of Clarkston, Wash. 
died a3 his home Ssptember 28th. 


Mr, Jacks wis 85 years of age and was in almost porfesat health 
until a shor’ time before his doath. Wo is survived by his widow 
aad Severn childern and 26 grand childern all of whom live in 
tae Northwest. 
lie, Jacks sarved throughout the Civil War in Company A, EO0+n 
Illinois Infantry. 
Ho wes born in Gallia County, Ohio August 9, 1839 where he eraw 
to manhood. In Feb. 1866, he was marriod to Ilary M. Rhodes o% 
Les Moines, Iowa. They lived in the Vicinity or Des Idoines vatil 
1888, during which tims, nine childern were born to them, two 
of whom died in infancy. 

Comes West in 1828 
In April, 1808 they moved to Eastern Ovexon and later in the 
same year moved to the Big Potlatch ridge near Ledand, Idaho, 
where they lived until the opening of the Nez Ferce Reservation 
When they moved to Gifford, Idaho. In 1931 Mr. And Mrs, Jacks 
moved to Clarkston wrera they have zeagciiod ever since. 
Ye was an ervhousiastie trait grower for a number of years and 
€ loyal worksr for the weifare of his cimmunity and a member of 
the Goristien) Church, 
He is survived by his widow and sevan childern: irs. W.F Nagart 
of Orchard Ave., James 5S. Jacks, Spokene: William &, Jacks, 
Clarkston; Jesse N. Jae™s, Glfford, Idaho; Mrs. Imi} Conger, 
iewistGnis Orrin wd, Jacks, Lewiston and. Mas. C. ice ROC Ue Oy , 
Tdsho and 26 eruri--childorn. 


The above obituary appeared in the Spokane Daily Chronicle for 
Sante 29,, 192-4 


ping for this and the funeral notice ware given 
a have Lain forgotten until rediscoverad jest 
Ain ol beni dt proper ond fitting that 
luded aa witoe Beanjemnins Stcry. 


tho newspaper clip 
to me ysars ago an 


At the time this happen oc I was working for Panl Brown, a 
cattleman in tha upper Snuke river country, ana did not reriots 
notice until tso late to atiend the funeral. “hink mothar sant 
the netice to mo from Gotionwood after. she had tsen notified ané 
thes word was relayed to ms in the Snake viver GOUn vay Ly dcr sce 
back, (#50.d- ) 
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FUNERAL OF MR. JACKS 


Was conducted Sunday from Merchant Parlors. 


Funeral services for B.F. Jacks were held from the Merchant 
Chapol yesterday morning at 11 o'clock, Rev. N.E. Beach of 
Gencsae Oli were ysis 


Many sSorrowing friends of Clarkston and the Surrouneins country 
were in avusntance. The music was furnished by @ mens cuartet 
compose’. of Rev. Morton Wood, P.M. Hab. Woelhe BOSkOe ONG. Jolie 
Ingle with lirs,. J. Gordon at tha piano, 

J». Lathrop, Commanicw of tha local C.A.R. Post, and comrade 
Thomas Phiilips, Joan Smith, George W. Duncan and WsH. Caivin 
wero honorary pallveavers, the active palitearers, joing, Ca GC, 
swanvoeck, Ropert Kidwoll, Ralph, De asaunons, . B. smith, WA. 
Wyatt and John Halsey, 

Interment was made in the Clarkston cemetary. 


Benjamin Ff. Jacks was born in Gallia County Ohio, Avgust 9, 1939, 
He moved with his father to Illinois in 1649 where ho grew to 
manhood. Jn 1861 he enlisted in Vonpany 20th Illinois” Int. 

and served throughout the Civil-War. , 


In february 1866 he was merrisda to iliss Mary M. Rhodes of bas 
Moines, Towa. They Lived in the vicinity cf Lesikioines until 1688, 
during which time nine childezn were born to them, two of whom 
pessed away in infancy. 


In April of 1888 thay noved to Eastarn Oregon.,ard later that yaar 
moved to the Big Potiatch ridge near Leiand, fdaho, where they 
lived until the opening of the Nez Perce Reservation, at which 
time they moved to Cifford, 

In 1911 Mr. and iirs, Jacks moved to Clarkston were they hays 
Sincs resided, Ha was on enthusiastic fruit grower for a numker 
,of years, a inyal end ezxnest worker for tha wolrtere of Lis 
country énd a faithfal member of the Christian Chvuxela s 

He is survived hy his widow and seven Chaltern: Mate i, Masart 
OF Cpokana: deinvs S, Jaeks of wpokone; William ©. Jacks of Clarix.. 
Ston: Jesso N, Jacks of Ciftford; Mrs. Emil Geiger of Ciarkston; 
losrin W. Jacks of Lewiston and Mrs. C. W. Slocum of TOY « 

[There are 26 grand chiidern and nine groat-grand childern. 

| CARD O07 QaNis 

ifo our many friends and vralatives Vio WOES 80 inland thoneht ful 
Ito uS daring tho recent bezsonvements in tho loss of our belovrod 
husband and feather, we wish to exzsnd our heartfelt thanks and 
@pprsciation ani aiso for tho many beautifel floral. 6. Tarings » 


Mrs. M. M. Jacks and childarn. 
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APPENDIX 


In reply to my inquiry to the County Recorders Office, Fremont, 
Nebraska concerning the Benjamin F. Jacks homestead the follor- 
ing was recsived: 


" Benjamin F. Jacks obtained a United States patant 
dated Oct. 15, 1875, Patent was filed in register of Deeds 
office on March #0, 1883. 

This was the Northeast Qtr Sec 32 Township 18, Range 5 
and it was tx~aded to Albert F. Smith on October 29, OT s 


On June 21, 1875 Albert F. Smith sold to Benjamin FP, 
Jacks the North East Qtr Sec 20, Twp. 18 Range 5, this land 
is about two miles north of the first tract. 


Yours Very Truly 
Signed Kitty A. Roush 
Register of Deeds (1962) 


Henry Jacks homesteaded not far from Benjamins placa but no 
verification of his tract has been made but the following is 
mentioned ecncerning his holdings én Oregon although Wasco 
was his original settiement in Oregon: 


The following is in reference to Henry Jacks transfering 
property his brother Isaac. Evidently this was when Henry was 
Seliing out and moving to Idaho. 

US to Henry Jacks Certificate No. 656 


SE Qtr of Sec 2, Twnsp N of R 24, BE of Will. Mer. in Cregon 
160 acres 


Signed and seuled 9 Dec 1886 
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APPENDIX 


The following notes were made in the County Recorders office, 
Umatilla County, Oregon and are given here as a matter of 
gsneral interest. 


The Record books in reference were; Isaac Jacks, Bk? pe .dOlL, 
Bk J pg 100, Bk P pg 95; alethianna Jacks, Bk ! pg 299; Henry 
Jacks, Bk P pg 216. 


Brief descriptions follow for a few of the entries} 

US to Aletena Jacks (Bk » pg 299) 

Certificate N. 528 Patent 

Awe Cty .ol R 64 2 .in tha bist / inthe bist of lands, subject 


to sale at La Grande, Oregon. 118.34 acres, Record Vol 2, Pg 
541, filed for record april 12, 1881. 


Aletena Jacks 
To 
Isaac 0. Jacks (Bk F pe 301) 


(this relates to the transfor of the above mentioned property 
to her step-son Isaac 0. Jacks, dated POONA) icy OL 


Signed (her mark) 


Thomas Cuningham & DOmily Cuninghain 
To 
Isaac 0. Jacks 
for the sum of $1500.00, lots in Centerville 
Lots 1 - 1l and 12 Blk 3 of Centerville 


Signed and sealsd 1 May 1883 


Henry Jacks and wife Mary 
To 
Isaac 0. Jacks 
For $400.00 (conveyence) 
si qtr of Sect 2 in @nshp No 4 of R 34 B Will. Liar. 
containing 160 acres 


Simned and sealed 18 Oct 1084 
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ALEXANDER MACOMBER'S WILL 


Gallia County: Be it remembered that at a court of eonmon 
vieas continued and held at the court house in the town ot 
Gallipolis in the County of Gallia before the Honorable Tnonuse 
Rodgers, John Holcomb and David Boggs Associate Judges of saié 
court on the 20th day of April in the year of our Lord 1832 
and in the 3Cth year of this State. 

Ina last will and testament of Alexander Macomber deceased 
was presented for probate by Methias Croy and ESTHER MACOMBER 
the oxscvirix therin named and said Esther Macomber came bafore 
the Court and elects to take under the will. 


And thereupon came Samuel Peden and Mary Peden the two 
Subscribing witnesses thereto before the court and after being 
duly sworn Goclared under oath that they were present when the 
testator Signed and acknowledged the same to be his Last will 
and testament and that they may believe he was of sound mind, 
memory and understanding at the time of the signing and acknow- 
ledging the same that said will was made without ary restraint 
and that they signed the same as witnesses thereto in the presences 
and at the request of the Testator, whereupon said will is 
proved, approved and allowed as the last wiil and testament of 
the said Alexander Macomtsr deceased and ordered to be recorded 
and the same is in the words and figures following towit. 

"In the name of God Amen, I Alexander Macomber of Wilksvill 
Township, Gailia County, States of Ohio, being Very sick and weak 
in body but of sound mind, memory and undersdending Blessed be 
God for the same do make this my last will and testament in 
manner and following towit: 


Principally and first of all I commend My Soul into the 
Hands of God who gave it and my body to the carth to be buried 
in a decent manne: at the descratiocn of ny friends and ss to such 
woridly Estate wherewith it hath pleased God +o bless ma in this 
life, I give and depose of the same in the following monner 
towit: It is my wiil end I do order that all my just debts be 
culy paid and satisfiec as soon as can convenisnily be &fter my 
decesss and os touching the rest of my estate of what kind or 
nature whatever the same may be I disvose towit: FIRST, I give 
and devise aii my real and personal property of every kind what- 
ever to my dear wife Estuor for her to possass and use unmolested? 
during her natural lifstime with the following exceptions. 
Whereas my daughters ALSTHTANNA and LEVINA are married and have 
recieved each out of my estate to the amount of 30 dcilars. 
Therefore I will that tha vest of ny daugntors nameiy, Ehecta,, 
Rebecea, Sarah E., Lauranie, Lucy and Mary each als») rocieve 
out of my estate as they Lacome of age 30 dollars in property. 


Secondly, I will thot after the decease of my beloved wifs 
Esther that all my reaj state be equaily divided among my sons 
namely Linseg and John liteomber. 
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Thirdly, I will that the remainder of my personal proverty 
if there should be any left, be equally divided among my Within 
named chilcern at the decease of my dear wife. And iasily I 
nominate, constitute and appoint my trusty friend Mathiaa Croy 
my executor and my beloved wife Esther Macomber my executiix ox 
this my will declaring this to be my last will and testammt. 


In witness whereoff I have herin sat my hand and seal this 
goth dey of Feptembsr A-D. 1821. 


ALEX. MOCOMBER 


Signed, sealed, pronounced, and declarad by the said 
Testator as his last will and testament in the presence of us 
who in the presence and at his request have subscribed as 


witnesses, 


SAMUEL PEDEN MARY PEDEN ANN PEDEN 


And thereupon Mathias Cxoy executor and Esther Macomber 
executrix in Said will named came before the Court and were 
duly sworn and having executed and acknowledged their bond in 
the penai sum of 400 dollars with Samuel R. Hoicomb and Samuel 
Peden their security is ordered that letters testameniary issue 
on application. 


On motion crdered that John Hawk, Limri Willis and John 
Baccus after beicg duly sworn to value and appraise in Current 
money of the Unitsd States, the foods and Chattels which wera 
of Alex. Macomber, lete of this County, deceased and they are 

rdered to make retura in the clerks office in three months 
according to Taw. 
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ALEXANDER MACOMBER'S ES?ATE 


Be it remembered that on the 19th day of July in ths yeax 
of our Lord 1832 the appraisers of the goods and chatteis belon:. 
ing to the Estate of Alexander Maccmber deceased filod in the 
clerks office of the Court of Common Pleas for said Covnnty of 
Gallia the Invontory and Appraisment of the goods and chattels 
belonging to said estate and the same is the words and figures 
following. 


" An Inventory of the goods and Chattels of Alexander 
Mecomber deceased late of Wilksville Township and County of 
Gallia after being duly sworn according to law taken by us John 
Hawk, John Baccus and Zimri Wills appraisers appointed by the 
Court of Common Pleas of said County. 


1 Two year old steer partly white 4.50 
1 Black yeariing 4.50 
1 White ani Red yearling 3250 
Ll Yoke of 2 year old backs £1.00 
1 Yoke of 2 year olds one black and the other reé9.00 
carried up 52.00 
Brot up 32.50 
1 Stag 3 years old - 7.00 
Ll Yoke of cxen 4 years old £8.09 
1 Red and whites face heifer 2 years old 3,00 
1 Black white facs heifer 2 years old 4.50 
carried over 75.004, 
Brot up 75.50 
l Barren heifer 3 years old hood 
Ll Cow black sides acd white back 10.00 
1 Red and white cow 8.00 
1 Red cow 8,00 
lL Cow with bell and strap 8.99 
i, Beindle cow 8,09 
Ll Whits ond red vserling heifer PO) 
Ll. Sorvrei.mare end colt 55 .00 
4 head of cheep 6.00 
ly’ Geese 4.25 
J. Shovel plough, clevis and singletres 1.50 
1 Burshear plougt 2200 
1 Shovel 1.00 
1 Grub hea » hb 
lL ‘iseging hoe and foot adz 075 
i Sytuhe and hanvin.s Le2e 
4 “piteh. Pork o DTS 
1 horse coilar and gears 3.00 
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side saddle 

Barrels 

Pair of wool cards 

Peadstead bed and bedding 

Boa 

Bedstead and bed 

Wooden bowl and haif -barroel 

Loom, warping bars, 25 spools, 3 shuttles 
4 reeds and swift 

Big waeel 

Wash tab 

Old saadle 

Hogshead ang 2 barrels 

Jointer planes 

Hand saws 

~Tsnon saws 

files 4 scrapers 1 bent and broken rile 

Chisels 

Rasp 1 file 1 crooked knife 

gayes 

Bex broken tools various kinds 
Bench clamp 

Hawmer i woodsn ard 1] iron square 

braw tife and avger 

Work bench and sevrew 

Hatchet 2 horse shoss 1 small piece of iron 
Barrel 

fat tub 

Crocks 

Cars 

Hone and 3 wnetstonss 
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4 schedule of property appraised and set off for the 
Bupport of the widow and childern of Alexander ilacomber late 
of Wilksville Township, Gallia County deceased by us, John 
Hawk, John Baccus and Zimira Wills appraisers appointed hy 
the Court of Common Pleas of said County. 


60# Bacon 4,20 
50; Pickled pork 1.874 
133 bushels of wheat 637-5 
55 bushels of corn 8.75 
u Ton of hay 5.00 
20 Bushels of rye 5c OO 
t Sow, 3 sholtes and 10 pigs 7.00 
3 Small hoge 2.00 


Given under our hands this 12th day of 
May } 85 S A e D 5 


John Hawk 
John haceus 
Timir: Wills Appraisers 


State of Ohio, Gallia County. 


Personally came ths within named appraisers before me the 
Subscriber a Justice of the Peace for Wilksyville Township in 
said County and where duly sworn to value and appraise the goods 
and chattéls of sisxander Masomber deceased ani make a true 
inventory thersof according to the law as witness my hand 
Mey l2, 1832. 


Agrippa Welis J.P. 
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AND AT THE SAME TIME the executors of said estate filea 
in the Clerks office aforesaid the inventory of the persorai 
property belonging to sais estate taken by the widow at the 
&opraised vaiue and the same is in the words and figures 
followixg tovit: 

" Accovrt of personal property of Alexander Maconber 
deceassd selected and kept at its appraised valne by the widow 
of said slex. Macomber deceased 29 June 1822. 


1 Yoke 4 year old oxen lL side saddle 10.00 
1 cow biack sides white .5 barrels 1.25 
back 10,00 i pr wool cards eles 
1 Red cow 8.00 1 bedstead bed & bedding 4.59 
1 Cow with beil and strag 8.00 1 bed re 
Ll Brindlis cow 8.00 1 bedstead and bed 1,00 
l Mare and colt 55.00 1 Wodden bowl & half barrél 27% 
1”? geese 4.29 1 Loom and appratus ie Oo 
} Shovel plough Lec 1 big wheel and wash tud eure 
1 BParshear plough £0.90 1 old saddle es 
l shovel 1.00. 1 hogshead and 2 barrels 20.3 
1 grub hoe of 2 handsaws 07S 
l wesding hoe & foot adz 0/5 1 bbl lfat tub & 2 crocks 1.27: 
1 sythe & hangings 1:25 1 .cart L2,5¢ 
l1 pitch fork ec's 1 hone & 2 whetstones OK) 
l horse coller and gears 3.00 1 iot of tools (various 
1 bureau 7.00 kinds) Since 
1 Paton clock 20,00 1 kittle Bas, 
2 Axes & wedge 1.50 1 log chain 1,00 
S crocxs ele} 2 buckets & churn ef i 
£2 bucksts & half bushei, 1.00 


Aggregate amount kept by the 
Widow 29 June 1932 


M. Croy Executor 


listher Macomber Executriz 
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BILL OF SALE 


AND AT THE SAME TIME the executors aforesaid filed in the 
Clerks office aforesaid the bill of sale of goods and chattiss 
belonging to said estate and the same is in the woris and 
figures following towit: 


Account of sales of personal property of siexander 
MaCombsr deceased at a Vendor holden the 29th day of June i822. 


1 Shotgun sold to Sylvanus Holcomb 2,064. 
4 Sheep sold to James Blatoaty 4.064 
1 Joiner & smoothing plane to William Huntly 490 
1 Tenon saw & chisel sold to Sam Peden LedQ 
1 @oreplane & Jack soid to Joseph Neven 1.123 
-& Molding planes sold to Josep Chitwood of D 
5 Small chisels sold to Willian Tuntly oS 
1 Kish plane & chisel sold to Joseph Chitwood 075 
1 Moulding plane sold to Seth Thompson 1.1les 
4 Scrapers bench hook & level sold ‘ic Royal slther 0875 
1 Tenon saw set of rabet planes & square solid to 
Joseph Neven lM Aer 5) 
2 Match planes and bed sold’to William Huntly 1.59 
1 Ague with bed plane & bench hock sold to Royal 
Aither 564 
4 plenes 1 lot of Joiner tools sold +o Joseph Chitwood 1.07 
& bead plénes sold to alfred Wilcox D6 
Ll ict of joiner tcols sold to Aron Lewis 1,50 
i Lot of joiner toois sold to Wiliiam Huntly 0c 
1 hatchet sold to Darius Niles 029 
é rahet planes sold to Alfrad Wileox » 50 
1 rabet plane and oges sold to Joseph Chitwood 0824 
1 Joiner work bench coid to Samuel Holcomb 2.50 
Lhive of bsus sold to Renj. Hawk 2oOTE 
1 yoke 2 year o24 steers sold to Wm. Potter 16,82 
1 yoke 2 year olds so’d to Agustus Wilis Uen01 
i yearling steer soia to John Sprouse 3075 
i Spotted heifer 2 yrs old sold to Hezekiah Carter 5.00 
1 biack heifer 2 years 014 to Hezekiah Carter Sans 
1 biack yearling siecr sold to Jama Blalzely 469 
i red “ year old etes sold to Gaorgs Copin 8,89 
1 yearling heifer sila to Ivan Jacks 1.874 
lL Spotvea yearling steer sold to William Edminston 4.75 
lL barran hoifar sold to Ivan Jacks 10,00 
1 cow and calf sold to Charles L. Buck 10.90 
Acgrageate amount of sale A12,804 


M. Croy uxecutor 


usther MiaComber Oxeecutrix 
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